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Unit 4: Life in Colonial America

Lesson 2
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 2, Unit 4

	· The Middle Colonies had a longer growing season and richer soil than the New England Colonies.

· Cash crops like wheat, corn and rye were very important. 

· There was a diversity of people in the Middle Colonies.

· There was significant religious diversity in the Middle Colonies.

· Market towns were important.


 Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:
· Region  – Word Card #3 from Lesson 1

· Geographer – Word Card #6 from Lesson 1

· Political Scientist – Word Card #7 from Lesson 1

· Economist – Word Card #8 from Lesson 1

· Anthropologist – Word Card #9 from Lesson 1

	10

Middle Colonies

The region of four colonies that developed between New England and the Southern Colonies.

Example:  The Middle Colonies included New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware.
(SS050402)



The Middle Colonies Chart #1

	
	What do we already know?

	History
	

	Geography
	

	Civics/ Government
	

	Economics
	

	Culture
	


The Middle Colonies Chart #1 – Possible Answers

	
	What do we already know?

	History
	· The Netherlands and Sweden had colonies in the area.

· New Amsterdam was the capital of New Netherland and later became New York when the English took over. 

· William Penn started the colony of Pennsylvania. 

	Geography
	· Pennsylvania and New York were big colonies. New Jersey and Delaware were smaller.

· New Jersey and Delaware had coastal areas.

· The land supported some large farms. 

	Civics/ Government
	· William Penn set up a government with a legislature. People in Pennsylvania had rights including freedom of speech and freedom of religion.

· The colonies in this region began as proprietary colonies.



	Economics
	· Some large farms were in this region. 

· Many people came to this region for economic reasons.



	Culture
	· Enslaved Africans were forced to work on large farms in the region.

· There were people of different religions living there including a lot of Quakers.

· Some people came to this area for religious reasons.




Role Cards

	
	

	Geographer
	Political Scientist 

	
	

	Economist


	Cultural Anthropologist


Reading for Information – Reference Sheet

	
	Look for ideas about…
	Key Words  to look for

	Geography
	· landforms

· bodies of water

· plant life (vegetation)

· climate

· natural resources

· how people adapted to, used, or modified the land
	· land

· climate

· water

· region

· environment

· natural characteristics

· resources

· clothes/houses



	Civics/ Government
	· laws

· leaders

· power

· ruler/king/queen

· assembly

· acts

· documents
	· laws

· assembly

· organized

· voted

· elected

· political decisions

· authority



	Economics
	· economic activities like farming

· trade

· goods and services

· money

· jobs

· using resources

· taxes
	· economy

· trade

· money

· currency

· produced

· grew

· made

· factories

	Culture
	· education

· families

· religion

· traditions

· art

· daily life

· architecture
	· social

· schools

· worship

· religion

· daily life

· cultural

· clothes

· houses


Information Gathering Chart

Members of my group: ​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
I am working as the
____ geographer     _____economist     _____political scientist     _____anthropologist
The 3 most important things I learned:
	

	

	


The Middle Colonies Chart #2

	
	What do we know now?

	Geography
	

	Civics/ Government
	

	Economics
	

	Culture
	


Important Ideas about the Middle Colonies

Teacher Reference Sheet

Geography:
· This region had a longer growing season than New England and soil rich enough to grow cash crops.

· Crops that grew well included corn, wheat, rye and other grains.

· There were excellent harbors along the coast. Cities grew in these areas.

· This region had fertile river valleys such as the Hudson River Valley. 

Economics:
· Many people moved to this region to take advantage of the fertile farm land. 

· Most of the people in this region made their living by farming.

· Immigrants such as those from Holland and Germany brought farming methods with them.

· Cash crops were grown especially different kinds of grain. For this reason, this region became known as the ‘Breadbasket Colonies.” 

· Mills were very important in this region. 

· Crops were sold in coastal market towns.

· Philadelphia had a lot of shipyards where ships were built and repaired.

Civics:
· William Penn set up the Frame of Government of Pennsylvania which included a legislature. People in this colony had rights including freedom of religion, freedom of speech and trial by jury. These rights were common throughout the region of the Middle Colonies.

· Although there were many towns in this region, town meetings like those of the New England region were not common.

· Each colony in the region had a governor, a council of advisors to advise him and a legislature.

Culture:
· Immigrants from all over Europe came to this region.

· Market towns were important in this region.

· This region had a great diversity of people.

· New York and Philadelphia were important cities.

· Philadelphia had many large buildings including the statehouse which later became Independence hall.

· There were many different religions in this region.

· Since there was such variety in religion and language in this region, schools were different than those of New England. Schools tended to be run by different types of churches. These were parish or parochial schools.
Answers for a Venn Diagram Comparing and Contrasting the Middle Colonies and the New England Colonies
Similarities:

· Many people in both regions were farmers.
· People came to both regions for both religious and economic reasons.

· Both regions were made up of proprietary colonies in the beginning.

· Both regions had port cities with good harbors.

· Towns were important in both regions. 
· Religion was important in both regions.

· The colonies had colonial legislatures in each region.
Differences:

· The soil was much better for farming in the Middle Colonies. There was also a longer growing season.

· There was more religious diversity in the Middle Colonies.

· There was more cultural diversity in the Middle Colonies.

· New England had more public schools than the Middle Colonies.

· Fishing and whaling was more important in New England.

· Town meetings were common in New England.

· New England towns were organized in much the same way. This was not true of the Middle Colonies.

· The Middle Colonies grew a lot of cash crops. This was not true of New England.

· Although manufacturing was done in both regions, more was done in New England.
Middle


Colonies





History





Geography





Civics





Economics





Culture





Settlements


started for religious  and economic


reasons.





The Swedish and Dutch had been in this region.





Cash crops especially grain were important.





A longer growing season than New England





Many market towns grew up and developed.








Rich soil for farming and good harbors.








Many different religions








Rights such as freedom of religion








Diversity of people








Colonial legislatures
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