5th Grade Integrated Early American History

SS050403
Unit 4: Life in Colonial America

Lesson 3
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 3, Unit 4

	· The Southern Colonies had fertile soil and a long growing season.

· Cash crops like tobacco, indigo and rice were grown.

· Enslaved Africans were forced to do the work on plantations in this region.

· There were fewer towns and schools in this region. 

· Plantations and farms were fairly spread out.


Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:
· Region  – Word Card #3 from Lesson 1

· Geographer – Word Card #6 from Lesson 1

· Political Scientist – Word Card #7 from Lesson 1

· Economist – Word Card #8 from Lesson 1

· Anthropologist – Word Card #9 from Lesson 1
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Southern Colonies

The region of five colonies located in the southern part of the land claimed by England

Example:  The Southern Colonies included Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. 
(SS050403)



The Southern Colonies Chart #1

	
	What do we already know?

	History
	

	Geography
	

	Civics/ Government
	

	Economics
	

	Culture
	


The Southern Colonies Chart #1 – Possible Answers

	
	What do we already know?

	History
	· Jamestown was the first permanent English settlement in North America.

· North and South Carolina were one colony in the beginning.
· The Southern Colonies used slaves.

	Geography
	· Warm climate

· Flat, coastal areas

	Civics/ Government
	· Jamestown had a legislature called the House of Burgesses.

· James Oglethorpe had a plan of government for Georgia.



	Economics
	· Tobacco and rice were important crops.

· There were a lot of large plantations.

· Enslaved Africans were forced to do much of the work.



	Culture
	· Most of the people came from England or Africa.

· Maryland was started as a haven for Catholics.




Reading to Find Connections

     The Southern Colonies consisted of Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.  This region bordered the Middle Colonies on the north and Florida, which was controlled by Spain, on the south. The first settlement in this region was Jamestown.  It grew into the Virginia Colony.

     This region had good soil and a growing season that was almost year-round.  This allowed cash crops like tobacco and rice to be grown.  These crops were grown on large farms, called plantations. 

	
	Connection
	Similarity or Difference?
	Why?

	Connections with the New England Colonies
	
	
	

	Connections with the Middle Colonies
	
	
	


 Reading to Find Connections – Sample Answers

     The Southern Colonies consisted of Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.  This region bordered the Middle Colonies on the north and Florida, which was controlled by Spain, on the south. The first settlement in this region was Jamestown.  It grew into the Virginia Colony.

     This region had good soil and a growing season that was almost year-round.  This allowed cash crops like tobacco and rice to be grown.  These crops were grown on large farms, called plantations. 

	
	Connection
	Similarity or Difference?
	Why?

	Connections with the New England Colonies
	Farming
	Difference
	Good soil in the Southern Colonies and rocky soil in New England – also large farms in Southern Colonies and small farms in New England

	Connections with the Middle Colonies
	Farming
	Similarity
	Good soil in both the Southern Colonies and the Middle Colonies


Reading to Find Connections 

	Connection
	Similarity or Difference?
	Why?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Reading to Find Connections - Possible Answers

	Connection
	Similarity or Difference?
	Why?

	Manufacturing
	Difference
	There was less manufacturing in the Southern Colonies than in either New England or the Middle Colonies.

	Education
	Difference
	There were far fewer schools in the Southern Colonies than there were in New England.

	Diversity of People
	Difference
	There was less diversity among the people of the Southern Colonies than there was among the people of the Middle Colonies.

	Towns 
	Difference
	There were fewer towns in the Southern Colonies than in either New England or the Middle Colonies.

	Cash crops
	Similarity
	Cash crops were important in both the Southern and Middle Colonies.

	Slavery
	Difference
	There were more enslaved Africans in the Southern Colonies than in either New England or the Middle Colonies.

	Ports
	Similarity
	All three regions had important port cities.

	Lumber
	Similarity
	Lumber was an important product of both the Southern Colonies and the New England Colonies.


The Southern Colonies Chart #2

	
	What do we know now?

	Geography
	

	Civics/ Government
	

	Economics
	

	Culture
	


 Important Ideas about the Southern Colonies

Teacher Reference Sheet

Geography:

· This region had good soil and an almost year-round growing season that was ideal for plantation crops.

· There was a tidewater region of rich low-lying land along the coast where the first plantations began. 

· There were lots of waterways in this area that made it easy for boats to get crops to markets.

· Crops like tobacco ruined fertile soil in only a few years. As land wore out near the coast, planters began to move up the rivers to higher land.

· Forests in the region provided a lot of wood for shipbuilding.

Economics:

· There were a lot of small farms but the region was known for its large plantations.

· Crop buyers from England traveled the waterways with English-made goods like shoes and tools, which they traded for cash crops.

· Plantations needed a lot of workers. Enslaved Africans were used to do the work.

· Plantations were largely self-sufficient.  Everything needed was produced on the plantation.

· Over time this region became dependent on slave labor.

Civics/Government:

· Colonial assemblies, or legislatures, were found in all the colonies of this region.

· Wealthy planters especially those in the tidewater region held most of the political power.

· Planters were expected to provide some type of public service.  They served in a colonial legislature, as judges, etc.

· Laws relating to slavery called “slave codes” were developed and enforced.

Culture:

· There were fewer towns and cities in this region.  Plantations and farms were fairly spread out.

· A few towns had grown by the mid 1700s.  These included Charles town and Savannah.

· Later inland towns developed.  Many of these were county seats that included a courthouse and a jail.

· Because people lived far apart and there were fewer towns, there were fewer schools in this region.  Wealthy planters had tutors for their children or built a small school right on their plantation.

· The Anglican Church, which was the Church of England, was the establish church in this region except for Maryland.  Quakers and Puritans were often pushed out of the region.

· Wealthy planters built huge, ornate houses on their plantation
Southern


Colonies





History





Geography





Civics





Economics





Culture








Began with the settlement of Jamestown





Slow settlement in the Carolinas and Georgia





Cash crops especially tobacco, indigo and rice








Fertile soil and a long growing season








Dependent on slavery








Rivers and trees were important resources





Religion did not play as big a role as it did in the other regions





Wealthy planters had a lot of political power








Fewer towns and schools








Colonial legislatures
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