5th Grade Integrated Early American History

SS050406

Unit 4: Life in Colonial America

Lesson 6
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 6, Unit 4

	· The English enslaved Africans and forced them to work in the colonies.

· Slavery had terrible effects on people and cultures of Africa.

· Although a majority of the enslaved Africans lived in the Southern Colonies they were part of the population of each of the 13 colonies.

· Enslaved Africans had no rights and no freedom. They were treated like property.

· Having the free labor of enslaved Africans helped the English colonies grow and prosper.


Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:
· Slavery – Word Card #12 from Lesson 5
	15
discrimination
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treating people unfairly because of a factor such as race or religion

Example:  Free blacks in the colonies experienced discrimination.
(SS050406)

	16
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archaeology

a special branch of history in which people study objects from  the past

Example:  Archaeologists study artifacts such as bones, tools and old building sites.
(SS050406)



Timeline

	1640
	John Punch, a runaway black servant, is sentenced to servitude for life. Punch is the first documented slave for life.

	1640
	New Netherlands law forbids residents from harboring or feeding runaway slaves. 

	1640
	A South Carolina law forbids slaves from learning to read or write and made it a crime for others to teach them. Other colonies will then pass similar laws.

	1641
	Massachusetts becomes the first colony to legalize slavery. This will then be repeated in the other colonies.

	1662
	Virginia enacts a law of ‘hereditary slavery’ which meant that a child born to an enslaved mother inherited her slave status.

	1664
	The State of Maryland mandates lifelong servitude for all black slaves. New York, New Jersey, the Carolinas, and Virginia all pass similar laws. 

	1680
	The State of Virginia forbids blacks from bearing arms, prohibits blacks from congregating in large numbers, and mandates harsh punishment for slaves who try to escape.

	1691
	Virginia passes a law that declares any white man or woman who married a black, mulatto or Indian would be banished from the colony forever.

	1691
	Virginia prohibits the freeing of slaves within its borders. Freed slaves are forced to leave the colony.

	1702
	New York passes An Act for Regulating Slaves. Among the prohibitions of this act are meetings of more than three slaves, trading by slaves, and testimony by slaves in court. 

	1703
	Connecticut assigns the punishment of whipping to any slaves who disturb the peace. 

	1705
	The Virginia Slave Code defines all slaves as real estate and denies slaves the right to bear arms or move abroad without written permission

	1705
	New York declares that punishment by execution will be applied to certain runaway slaves.

	1708
	Rhode Island requires that slaves be accompanied by their masters when visiting the homes of free persons.

	1715
	Maryland declares all slaves entering the province and their descendants to be slaves for life. 

	1723
	Virginia outlaws the freeing of slaves.


Virginia General Assembly Declaration

All servants imported and brought into the Country. . . who were not Christians in their native Country. . . shall be accounted and be slaves. All Negro, mulatto and Indian slaves within this dominion. . . shall be held to be real estate. If any slave resists his master. . . correcting such slave, and shall happen to be killed in such correction. . . the master shall be free of all punishment. . . as if such accident never happened. 

- Virginia General Assembly declaration, 1705 

Number of Enslaved Africans in 1770
[image: image1.jpg]‘ Hampshire Gl
Massachusetts *7%*

Rhode Island,

7~ Connecticut,

i 5,698
5.561 _ New Jersey.
.220

8.
Delaware,
1836
187.600
+ Maryland g5 ¢

69.600

3.761

North Carolina

a South Carolina
W >60%
W 40-60%

[ 2040%
[ 1020%
[ 510%
[<5%




Number of slaves 1770. http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Slavery_in_the_13_colonies.jpg
Slavery in the North

New England

     The first enslaved Africans arrived in Massachusetts in 1638. Before long Massachusetts merchants became involved in the slave trade and supplied enslaved Africans to Connecticut and Rhode Island. Slaves were auctioned in the warehouses of Boston for many years.

     Enslaved people are mentioned in Connecticut’s historical records in Hartford in 1639 and in New Haven in 1644. By the late 1700s Connecticut had the largest number of enslaved Africans in New England. These people were forced to work in industrial centers and on large farms.

     Enslaved Africans were found in New Hampshire by 1645 concentrated in the area around Portsmouth.  Because it was one of the few colonies that did not impose a tariff, or tax, on slaves, it became a base for slaves to be imported into America then smuggled into other colonies. 

     The Rhode Island towns of Newport and Bristol were major slave trade markets.

In the colony of Rhode Island enslaved Africans were forced to work on large farms in the Narragansett region. The towns of Newport and Bristol were major slave trade markets.
The Middle Colonies

     Swedes in Delaware used Native American slaves. When the Dutch took over the area, the use of enslaved Africans became common. The use of enslaved Africans declined after England took over, but rose again in the early 1700s when large tobacco and corn farms began.

     In 1664, the English proprietors of New Jersey offered 60 acres of land, per slave, to any man who imported African as slaves to the colony. The population of enslaved Africans was nearly 4000 in 1738.

     The use of enslaved Africans began in New Netherland in 1626 when they were forced to clear the forests, lay roads, build public buildings and grow food. When the English took over, they used this colony as a market for slaves. New York soon had the largest colonial slave population north of Maryland.

     Enslaved Africans were working in this colony of Pennsylvania as early as 1639. When the English took over in 1664, this continued. Enslaved people were auctioned openly in the Market House of Philadelphia.

Analyzing Text

1. Analyze the sections of the text and the paragraphs in each section. Based on your analysis how would you describe how the text is structured? 

The text is divided into two main sections, one on New England and one on the Middle Colonies. Each of these sections has one paragraph for each of the colonies in the region.
2. Choose two colonies from the text and describe how they were alike regarding slavery.
Slave auctions took place in both Massachusetts and Pennsylvania.
3. Choose two colonies from the text and describe how they were different regarding slavery.
People were offered land if they imported slaves into New Jersey but according to the text this was not true in Connecticut.
4. Why do you think the author did not include information about slavery in the Southern Colonies in this piece of text?

The author was trying to make the point that slavery existed in the New England and Middle Colonies and not just the South.
5. This text selection has no illustrations or other visual data. What visuals could be added to this text to help the reader better understand the text?
A map showing the number of slaves in New England and the Middle Colonies

An illustration of a slave auction

An illustration of enslaved Africans working in one of the colonies described

A graph showing the number of slaves in these two regions

Analyzing Text – Sample Answers

1. Analyze the sections of the text and the paragraphs in each section. Based on your analysis how would you describe how the text is structured? 

The text is divided into two main sections, one on New England and one on the Middle Colonies. Each of these sections has one paragraph for each of the colonies in the region.
2. Choose two colonies from the text and describe how they were alike regarding slavery.
Slave auctions took place in both Massachusetts and Pennsylvania.

3. Choose two colonies from the text and describe how they were different regarding slavery.
People were offered land if they imported slaves into New Jersey but according to the text this was not true in Connecticut.

4. Why do you think the author did not include information about slavery in the Southern Colonies in this piece of text?

The author was trying to make the point that slavery existed in the New England and Middle Colonies and not just the South.

5. This text selection has no illustrations or other visual data. What visuals could be added to this text to help the reader better understand the text?

A map showing the number of slaves in New England and the Middle Colonies

An illustration of a slave auction

An illustration of enslaved Africans working in one of the colonies described

A graph showing the number of slaves in these two regions

The African Burial Ground National Monument in New York City
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“Triumph of the Human Spirit”

     In 1993, Dr. Lorenzo Pace was selected from more than 400 artists and commissioned by the City of New York's Department of Cultural Affairs and the Department of Parks to create a sculpture near the African Burial Ground dedicated to all the unknown enslaved Africans brought to this country. Nine years after Dr. Pace started this project, “Triumph of the Human Spirit”, weighing 300 tons, soars 60 feet high above the Plaza in Foley Square in lower Manhattan. It is the largest outdoor sculpture devoted to the African and African American community. 
“Triumph of the Spirit” is styled after an antelope-inspired African headdress worn by the people of Mali, West Africa. The sculpture was built in fifteen 22-ton pieces in a Canadian factory and then reassembled on site. The base of the sculpture contains a replica of the iron lock that shackled Dr. Pace's great great grandfather when he was brought to America from Africa. 
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