

5th Grade Integrated Early American History		SS050408
Unit 4: Life in Colonial America		Lesson 8

Graphic Organizer


British 
King or Queen

Royal Governor

· Appointed by king or queen
· Had final approval of laws
· Oversaw colonial trade
· Could dismiss the colonial assembly


Council

· Appointed by governor
· Board of advisors to governor
· Acted as highest court in each colony




Colonial Assembly

· Elected by colonists who could vote
· Made laws
· Had authority to tax
· Paid governor’s salary





Big Ideas Card


	Big Ideas of Lesson 8, Unit 4

	
· Colonial political experiences during the first half of the 1700’s influenced colonists’ views of their political rights and responsibilities.
· These political experiences included colonial legislatures and New England town meetings.
· During this time period there was a shift of power from royal appointed governors to colonial representative assemblies.  This shift led to rising tensions between the colonies and Britain.




 

Word Cards


Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Political Scientist – Word Card #7 from Lesson 1
· Navigation Acts – Word Card #24 from Lesson 7




	26
government

[image: ]a system of laws and leaders that helps keeps people safe and protects their rights


Example:  Cities, states and countries all have a government.
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	27
House of Burgesses

[image: ]the Jamestown group of men who made the laws



Example:  The House of Burgesses was the first legislature in the English colonies 
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	28
Mayflower Compact 

[image: ][image: ]the agreement the Pilgrims signed that created a government for their colony

Example:  The Mayflower Compact was signed to help keep order in the colony they were about to begin.
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	29[image: ]
town meetings

when all the people in a town  meet together to make decisions and solve problems

Example:  Town meetings were an important part of government in the New England colonies.
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	30
representative 
government
[image: ]
a form of democracy where people choose representatives to make decisions for them

Example:  The House of Burgesses was an example of representative government
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	31
Parliament

[image: ]the main law making body of England during Colonial times


Example:  The Parliament was made up of the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

 (SS050408)


	32
bill of rights

[image: ]a written list of freedoms a government promises to protect

Example:  In the late 1600’s, the king and queen of England agreed to an English Bill of Rights.
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	[image: ]33
English Bill of Rights

A written list of freedoms the king and queen of England agreed to in the late 1600s

Example:  The English Bill of Rights also applied to English colonists living in North America.
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Connecting Back

	
	What do you remember?

	House of Burgesses
	

	Mayflower Compact
	

	New England Town Meetings
	



Government in the Colonies

	When colonists left England to settle in America, they took their beliefs about the rights of English subjects with them.  These rights had been won in a series of conflicts between the English people and their kings and queens.  These rights, known as the English Bill of Rights, included the right to be tried by a jury when accused of a crime and the right to live under laws approved by England’s legislature, the lawmaking body known as Parliament.  

	Early in the 1600’s, colonists in Virginia were granted their full rights as English subjects including the right to elect their own legislative assembly.  This assembly, the House of Burgesses, was the first elected law-making body in the Americas.  The House of Burgesses dealt with issues ranging from how much tobacco should be planted to what to do about the growing conflicts between Virginia’s colonists and Native Americans.

	Self-government also quickly took root in New England.  While still on the Mayflower the Pilgrims signed the Mayflower Compact, a document that created a government for their colony.  Later in time, New England people gathered in town meetings at village to deal with community issues. Anyone could speak at one of these town meetings before the men of the village voted on the issue.  In their assemblies and town meetings, the colonists were practicing democracy, or government by the people.  Colonists found they could run their everyday affairs quite well with little help from a distant king or government officials.

	By 1750, each of the 13 British colonies had its own elected assembly.  The assembly shared power with a governor, usually an official appointed by the Crown (the British monarch and his or her government).  A few of these appointees were qualified to run colony but many were not.  They were often chosen because of their friendship with someone of power in Britain. 

	The governor had a lot of power, including the power to veto laws passed by the assembly.  When he issued a royal instruction in the name of the King, the assembly was supposed to obey.  If the assembly did not, the governor had the power to get rid of the assembly.  Over the years, however, colonial assemblies found they could use their power “over the purse” to control most governors.  This meant they used money to control the governors.  One method was to refuse to pay the salary of the governor since the assembly was in charge of paying the salary.  Another approach was for the assembly to refuse to fund a governor’s favorite project, unless he approved the assembly’s laws.  The colonists were so accustomed to running their own affairs that by 1750, they looked on royal instructions as little more than guidelines set down by the King for a governor. 


Adapted from: Period of Salutary Neglect. http://www.kirkwood.k12.mo.us/parent_student/KHS/cottaph/566unit2/american%20studies/firstquarter/uniti/salutaryneglect.htm.

Summarizing Chart
	Three things you discovered
	

	
	

	
	

	Two things you found interesting
	

	
	

	One question you have
	



Town Meeting Role Cards

	You are Mr. Parker.  School is currently being held in your home.  This has been fine with your family.  However, now that the town is growing you feel there will be too many students to hold school in your home.  You think a school should be built.
	You will be the leader at the town meeting.  You will choose people to speak and keep order.  In the end you will call for a vote in order to make a decision.
	
You do not have any children. Therefore, you favor spending town funds on something else rather than a school.  You think building a second bridge over the river would be a better idea than a school.

	You are the parent of one of the school children.  You feel the town needs its own school because it is starting to grow. You feel it is difficult to have school in the Parker house.
	You are the teacher in the town.  You feel it is hard to teach in the home of a family and want a separate school.
	You are a church leader in the town.  You want to see town funds spent improving the church.  You feel the teacher and students have plenty of room in the Parker home for school. 

	You do not want to spend town funds on anything right now. You think the money should be saved for an emergency like a fire in the town.
	You feel that education is very important and that the town definitely needs a school of its own.  You feel a school will help attract more people to the town and help the town grow.
	You don’t like to see things change too quickly.  You have visited the teacher and students during school at the Parker house.  You feel they are doing fine there.  They looked happy and they were learning. 


Town Meeting Reflection Sheet


What role did you play in the meeting?




What did you learn from playing this role?





What did you contribute to this activity?






How did you vote? Why?






What do you think was an advantage of making decisions through a town meeting?






What do you think was a disadvantage?
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