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Unit 5: Road to Revolution

Lesson 6
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 6, Unit 5

	·  As a reaction to the Intolerable Acts, the representatives from the Colonies met together in 1774. This was important because it helped unify the colonies.

· They wrote a Declaration of Rights at this meeting and planned a boycott of British goods.

· In Massachusetts, militia members stored arms and ammunition at the town of Concord. A British general ordered his troops to go after these supplies.

·  British troops were also sent to arrest Samuel Adams and John Hancock who were hiding in the town of Lexington.

· These events led to the Battles of Lexington and Concord, which became the first battles of the American Revolution.


Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:
· Independence – Word Card #7 from Lesson 2

· Representative Government – Word Card #11 from Lesson 3

· Liberty – Word Card #13 from Lesson 3

· Boycott – Word Card #17 from Lesson 4

· Grievances – Word Card #19 from Lesson 4

· Government by Consent – Word Card #20 From Lesson 4

· Right to Petition – Word Card #21 from Lesson 4

· Patriots – Word Card #24 from Lesson 4
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freedom of assembly
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the right  to meet with others 

Example:  She exercised freedom of assembly when she held a meeting in her home to discuss problems with the new mayor.
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militia

units of soldiers that began in towns and villages
Example:  Members of the militia were often farmers who came together to train and practice.
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Minutemen

special members of the militia who were supposed to be ready in a minute to fight
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Example:  Minutemen in Massachusetts had stored weapons in Concord.
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The First Continental Congress
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Source: http://www.aoc.gov/cc/art/cox_corr/g_exp/first_continental.cfm?closeup=1 
The Theme of the First Continental Congress
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The First Continental Congress

	When did it meet?
	

	Where did it meet?
	

	What was its purpose?
	

	Who was involved?


	

	What was accomplished?
	


The First Continental Congress – Possible Answers
	When did it meet?
	September of 1774

	Where did it meet?
	Carpenters’ Hall in Philadelphia

	What was its purpose?
	· To discuss ways to respond to the growing British threat especially the Intolerable Acts

· To speak with a unified voice

	Who was involved?


	· 56 Delegates that represented every colony except Georgia

· Leaders such as Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, and George Washington

	What was accomplished?
	· Creation of a statement of rights in the form of a petition

· Delegates agreed to a boycott trade with Britain

· The creation of the “Continental Association” to enforce the boycott

· Delegates discussed the need to train militia


Information on the First Continental Congress

· Delegates to the Congress included colonial leaders such as Samuel Adams, John Adams, Patrick Henry, and George Washington.

· Many different viewpoints were represented at the Congress.  Some people wanted to break away completely from Britain, while others wanted to find a way to get along.

· One of the decisions made at the Congress was to endorse the “Suffolk Resolves.”  These were resolutions written by Joseph Warren and passed in Massachusetts.  They declared the Intolerable Acts illegal and called for a boycott of British goods and trade.  Paul Revere carried these historic documents to Philadelphia from Boston. 

· The Congress also passed a petition called the “Declaration and Resolves of the First Continental Congress.” 

· This described the rights of the colonists and their grievances with Britain.

· In this document the Congress stated that Parliament had the power to regulate colonial trade, but not the power to tax the colonies arbitrarily and without the colonists having representatives in Parliament.

· One of the most important actions of the Congress was the formation of a “Continental Association” which was in charge of enforcing the boycott. Following the meeting of the Congress, this Association assumed the leadership of the colonies. 

· The delegates as a whole were not ready to call for independence, but were determined to uphold their rights.

· The Congress agreed to meet again on May 10th, 1775 if the King and Parliament failed to respond to their petition.

Declaration of Resolves of the First Continental Congress

That the [people] of the English colonies in North-America, by the laws of nature, the principles of the English constitution, and the several charters or compacts, have the following RIGHTS: 
	Resolution 
	What does it mean?

	Resolved, That they are entitled to life, liberty and property: and they have never [given up]  . . . a right to dispose of either without their consent. 
	

	Resolved, That the foundation of English liberty, and of all free government, is a right in the people to participate in their legislative council: and as the English colonists are not represented, and from their local and other circumstances, cannot properly be represented in the British parliament, they are entitled to a free and exclusive power of legislation in their several provincial legislatures, where their right of representation can alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation and internal polity. . . .
	

	Resolved, That they have a right peaceably to assemble, consider of their grievances, and petition the king; and that all prosecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and commitments for the same, are illegal. 
	

	Resolved, That the keeping a standing army in these colonies, in times of peace, without the consent of the legislature of that colony, in which such army is kept, is against law. 
	


Declaration of Resolves of the First Continental Congress

That the [people] of the English colonies in North-America, by the laws of nature, the principles of the English constitution, and the several charters or compacts, have the following RIGHTS:
	Resolution 
	What does it mean?

	Resolved, That they are entitled to life, liberty and property: and they have never [given up]  . . . a right to dispose of either without their consent. 
	The colonists have natural rights that include life, freedom, and property.

	Resolved, That the foundation of English liberty, and of all free government, is a right in the people to participate in their legislative council: and as the English colonists are not represented, and from their local and other circumstances, cannot properly be represented in the British parliament, they are entitled to a free and exclusive power of legislation in their several provincial legislatures, where their right of representation can alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation and internal polity. . . .
	The foundation of freedom and free government is the right to representative government.  Since the colonists are not represented in Parliament, the power of legislation in all matters of government and taxation belong to the colonial legislatures.

	Resolved, That they have a right peaceably to assemble, consider of their grievances, and petition the king; and that all prosecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and commitments for the same, are illegal. 
	The colonists have a right to meet together, talk about their grievances and petition their king.  Any laws or arrests that violate those rights are illegal.

	Resolved, That the keeping a standing army in these colonies, in times of peace, without the consent of the legislature of that colony, in which such army is kept, is against law. 
	It is against the law for Britain to keep an army in any colony in times of peace without the approval of the legislature of that colony.


Writing Plan for First Continental Congress Simulation

Your Task: Pretend you are a representative at the First Continental Congress. Write a short three-sentence statement describing your feelings and ideas.

First Sentence:  Describe how you feel about Parliament and the King:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Second Sentence:  Describe a grievance, or complaint, you have:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Third Sentence: Support your other two sentences with a core democratic value or political idea:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Patrick Henry Speech

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? …Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. The millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force, which our enemy can send against us. …The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come.

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!

Source: <http://www.history.org/almanack/people/bios/pathenryspeech_short.html>.

Map of the Boston Area


Map Key

1. Old North Church, Boston - The church sexton hung a signal, two lanterns, in the steeple on the night of April 18, 1775.  The lanterns alerted Paul Revere and others that the British planned to leave Boston the next day by boat across the Charles River.

2. Boston Neck, Boston - In 1775, Boston was almost an island.  Only a thin strip of land -- Boston Neck -- connected it to the mainland. William Dawes had cultivated friends among the British soldiers guarding it, and was able to slip through the gate on the night of April 18 and head west. 

3. Lechmere Point, Cambridge - This was the landing-place for British soldiers on their way from Boston to Concord in the early hours of April 19, 1775. 

4. Lexington Green, Lexington - By 5 a.m. on April 19, 1775, British troops had reached Lexington.  Facing them down on the town green were Captain John Parker and 77 other minutemen.  A shot was fired (who fired it remains a mystery), leading to a brief military skirmish. Eight Americans were killed and ten wounded in the first direct conflict of the American Revolution.

5. North Bridge, Concord - By 9 a.m. on the morning of April 19, 1775, British soldiers and American minutemen were clashing in Concord. Three British soldiers were killed, and nine others were wounded.  On the American side, two dead and four wounded.

6. Menotomy  - The bloodiest spot of the day was at Menotomy, present-day Arlington, as the British retreated to Boston.  Additional British soldiers and minutemen arrived to fight as the day went on. 

Source:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/patriotsday/maps/index.html#info1
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Assessment Web – Sample Answers
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