5th Grade Integrated Early American History

SS050507
Unit 5: Road to Revolution

Lesson 7
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 7, Unit 5

	· In response to the Intolerable Acts, representatives from the colonies met together in 1774.  This was important because it helped unify the colonies.

· Colonial leaders such as George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Samuel Adams made important contributions to the struggle for Independence.

· Women like Phillis Wheatley, Mercy Otis Warren, and Abigail Adams also made important contributions.

· Many of these people showed civic virtue, which means they put the common good above their personal interests.

· Not all colonists, however, believed the colonies should be independent. These people were called Loyalists because they stayed loyal to the King.


Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:
· Independence – Word Card #7 from Lesson 2

· Loyalists – Word Card #23 from Lesson 4

· Patriots – Word Card #24 from Lesson 4
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Source:  <http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h7b.html
	What?
	

	Who?
	

	When?
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Primary Source #1 – Sample Answers


Source:  <http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h7b.html
	What?
	This is a section of a book of poems that was published in London and sold in Boston.  It was written by a servant, maybe an enslaved African.

	Who?
	It was written by Phillis Wheatley who was owned, or worked for, John Wheatley.

	When?
	1773


Phillis Wheatley

     Phillis Wheatley was born in 1753 in West Africa.  When she was seven years old she was kidnapped and taken by slave ship to Boston, Massachusetts.  A man named John Wheatley who wanted her as a servant for his wife, Susannah, purchased her. 

     The family became fond of Phillis and they quickly noticed how intelligent she was.  She was taught to read and was encouraged to study many things including Greek and Latin literature. 

     She became interested in writing and published her first poem in 1767, when she was only fourteen.  Six years later, she published a book of poems called Poems on Various Subjects.  Since no publisher in the colonies was willing to publish a book written by an enslaved African, the Wheatley family arranged for the book to be published in Britain.  It became popular in England and in the colonies. 

     The book included poems about life and events in Boston.  One poem was about Crispus Attucks, the former enslaved African, who was killed in the Boston Massacre.  Another described the British troops that had been sent to Boston.  In other poems she wrote of her hope for the end of slavery. 

     The Wheatley family freed Phillis in 1773.  She continued to live with them for a while to take care of Susannah Wheatley who had become ill. 

     In 1778, she married John Peters, a free black living in Boston.  They had three children all of whom died young.  She herself died in 1784, at the age of thirty-one.  She had been working on a second book, but died before she could find a publisher.  The manuscript for that book was never found.

Quotations of Abigail Adams

“It always appeared a most iniquitous scheme to me to fight ourselves for what we are daily robbing and plundering from those who have as good a right to freedom as we have.”

“My pen is always freer than my tongue.  I have wrote many things to you that I suppose I never could have talked.”

Abigail Adams

· Abigail Adams was born in 1744 in Massachusetts.  She lacked formal education since in those times that was just for boys. However, her father urged her to read and had a large library of books for her to choose from.

· She was never a published author, but many of her letters to her husband and her many friends survive to this day.  They describe thoughts, attitudes, and lifestyles common during the period.  They are valuable primary sources.

· Her letters reflect her concern about the social and political issues of her day and serve as an eyewitness account of the times just before and during the Revolution.

· She argued for women having more rights and against slavery.

· Her husband, the colonial leader John Adams, became the second president of the U.S. and her son, John Quincy Adams was the fifth president.

· As a colonial leader, her husband was often gone.  He served as a delegate to the First Continental Congress and many other meetings.  While he was gone she ran the household and family farm, engaged in business, and took care of the family.

· She was considered a strong patriot.

Research Chart

	Name 
	  

	Early life
	

	Accomplishments
	

	Contributions to the Colonies
	

	Political ideas Important to him/her
	

	Other interesting information
	


Primary Source #2


Source: Library of Congress
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