5th Grade Integrated Early American History

SS050209
Unit 2: Three Worlds Meet

Lesson 9
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 8, Unit 2

	1. The explorations of Christopher Columbus led to the meeting of Europeans, American Indians, and Africans in the Americas.

2. These encounters and their related exchanges had both negative and positive consequences. 

3. These encounters and exchanges were viewed very differently by the three groups of people.


Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:
Note:  Since this is a culminating lesson it does not have any new Word Cards. It is suggested that students use all the Word Cards from the previous lesson in creating the required project for this lesson.
Three Worlds Meet
	What happened?
	

	When did it happen?
	

	Who was involved?
	

	Why did it happen?
	


Three Worlds Meet – Sample answers

	What happened?
	· Europeans began to look for easier to get trade goods like spices.

· Columbus sailed west to get to Asia and explored parts of the Americas.

· Other explorers began to cross the Atlantic and claimed land for European countries in the Americas.

· People, ideas, goods, and diseases were traded between the “Old World’ and the “New World.’

· Europeans began to claim land in the Americas.

· American Indians lost land and many were forced to work as slaves on plantations and mines.  Many died from European diseases.

· The Spanish began to replace American Indian slaves with enslaved Africans.

· More and more Africans were forced into slavery in the New World.

	When did it happen?
	· Around 1500 
· About 500 years ago.

	Who was involved?
	· Europeans such as explorers, colonists, and merchants.

· European rulers who paid for the explorations.

· Africans who were forced into slavery and Africans who lost family members who were enslaved.

· American Indians who lived in the Americas.

· American Indians who were forced to work on plantations and in mines.

	Why did it happen?
	· Europeans wanted trade goods from Asia.

· Political and technological changes made European sea exploration possible.

· Europeans wanted riches as well as new lands in the Americas.

· Because many American Indians died enslaved Africans were introduced into the Americas by the Spanish to work in mines and on plantations.
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