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Insight into Characters:  Grade 5
    Reading Unit 2



	Unit Title:  Insight into Characters
	Duration:  4 weeks

	Concepts:

1. Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.
2. Readers move from inference to interpretation.
3. Readers compare characters within and across texts.
4. Readers take time to reflect on stories and on their own reading lives to grow.   

	Materials to be provided by the teacher:
1. Pocket folders with blank reading logs for each student

2. Reader’s notebooks
3. Sticky notes


	Professional Resources:
1. Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan
2. A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins

3. Knee to Knee, Eye to Eye, Ardith Davis Cole

4. Teaching with Intention:  Defining Beliefs, Aligning Practice, Taking Action, Debbie Miller

5. Conferring with Readers:  Supporting Each Student’s Growth & Independence, Jennifer Serravallo & Gravity Goldberg

6. Grades 3-6, Still Learning to Read:  Teaching Students in Grades 3-6, Franki Sibberson and Karen Szymusiak

	Materials to be produced by the teacher: 

1. Enlarged copies of the following anchor chart:
· Building Theories about Characters
2. Individual copies of the following for each student:
· (Optional) Personal-sized anchor charts for students who would benefit from having their own copies

· My Daily Reading Log
· Building Theories about Characters Conferring Checklist
	Read-Aloud Texts:
1. Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
2. Edward’s Eyes, by Patricia MacLachlan



	Notes:

1. This second unit of study for fifth grade students focuses on building and Building Theories about characters.  The teacher will read aloud several pages from the book Wonder by R.J. Palacio each day.  Each session is based on the reading for that day.  Many sessions in this unit will refer back to the text and provide opportunities to demonstrate the reading strategies that are a part of this unit.  The read-aloud text from Unit 1:  Launching:  Raising the Bar for Personal Narrative Edward’s Eyes, by Patricia MacLachlan, will also be referenced in this unit.  Feel free to substitute another rich text at your discretion. 

2. You will be recording your thoughts on sticky notes and in your own reader’s notebook as you read the book Wonder as you will be using your own thoughts in the demonstration portion of these sessions.  

3. Refer to the anchor chart(s) from Unit 1 as necessary.  

4. Maintaining a daily reading log for reading at school and reading at home is essential to promote reading growth.  Continue to expect students to complete their daily reading logs throughout the year.  Accountability occurs when reading logs and books being read are out on the table every day during reading time.  Refer to students’ reading logs every day in conferences.  Once or twice a month, encourage students to study their own reading logs in order to find patterns in their reading habits.

5. You will notice that students are asked to read for 30 minutes during independent reading time.  You might want to adjust the amount of time for reading to suit your schedule.     

6. When you confer with readers, you will want to observe them as they read, compliment them on something that you notice they are doing as readers, and teach one new skill, strategy, or tip to help them grow as readers.  You might ask students to tell you about how reading is going for them.  You will want to learn if they are following the story, putting the pieces together, problem-solving when they don’t understand, etc. in addition to the skills and strategies that students are learning each day in this unit.      

7. Partnerships are crucial to success in reading.  Comprehension skyrockets when students talk about their books with others, even briefly.  In partnerships, students have opportunities to build on others’ ideas and to express their own ideas clearly and persuasively.

8. Partner relationships will shape your students’ experiences as readers throughout the year.  It would be ideal if both partners read the same books, progressing through the book together.  This is especially true of the most at-risk readers who will benefit as they co-construct their understandings, problem-solve together, and share reading goals.  However, partners can also take turns reading the same book or read different books with the same character.  Once partnerships are established, reading partners will meet to talk about their books at the end of almost every session.
9. Provide students with composition books for use as reader’s notebooks, or have them bring their own from home.  Allow them time to personalize their notebooks at home or at school.  You might want to have students divide their notebooks with tabs to mark sections such as reading response, strategies, observations, reflections, etc. 

10. Students will use sticky notes almost every day and should have easy access to them.  You might put sticky notes on your supply list or indicate in your weekly parent notes that contributions for the classroom would be appreciated.        

11. Create permanent classroom anchor charts by adding new strategies as you go.  If you choose to use a document camera to share the anchor charts from this unit, also create classroom anchor charts so students can refer to them later.  

12. Use the Conferring Checklist located at the end of this unit.

13. Spend more than one day for a session if necessary. 
14. A special thank you goes out to all authors of professional resources cited in this unit for their insights and ideas. 


Overview of Sessions – Teaching and Learning Points Aligned with the Common Core

Concept: Readers grow theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

CCSS:  RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 1:  Readers step outside of the story to help them grow ideas about the characters.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 2:  Readers pay attention to characters’ actions that reveal what kind of people they are.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 3:  Readers notice when characters act in surprising ways and consider what this reveals about them.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 4: Readers think carefully about the objects that characters hold close to their hearts.  

CCSS:  RL.5.2, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 5:  Readers pay attention to the ways in which other characters treat the main character.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 6:  Readers use precise, exact words to describe characters and their actions.

CCSS:  RL.5.1, RL.5.2, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Concept:  Readers move from inference to interpretation.
CCSS:  RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 7:  Readers search for patterns in their notes to push their thinking about characters.

CCSS:  RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 8:  Readers keep their theories in mind as they continue reading.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 9:  Readers pay attention to characters’ motivations and struggles in stories.

CCSS:  RL.5.1, RL.5.2, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 10:  Readers develop complex ideas about characters by starting with a simple, obvious idea and pushing themselves to think more deeply.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 11: Readers pay attention to recurring themes and details in stories.

CCSS:  RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Concept: Readers compare characters within and across texts.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.5, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 12:  Readers compare how characters and their situations are alike.  

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 13:  Readers compare how characters face their challenges and overcome them.  

CCSS:  RL.5.3, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 14:  Readers compare how characters play parallel roles.  

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d


Session 15:  Readers push themselves and others to make deeper comparisons between characters.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d


Concept:  Readers take time to reflect on stories and on their own reading lives to grow.  

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.6, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

Session 16:  Readers use motifs to lead them to lasting thoughts about a story.

CCSS:  RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.6, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d


Session 17:  Readers take time to analyze themselves as readers to determine their strengths and ways they want to develop.

CCSS: RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.6, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d

	Session 1

	Concept 
	Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

	Teaching Point
	Readers step outside of the story to help them grow theories about characters.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor chart
· Building Theories about Characters
· Personalized reader’s notebooks for each student
· Sticky notes


	Notes
	· Begin reading the chapter book Wonder by R.J. Palacio.  You will read about approximately 15-20 pages each day.   Read pages 3-16 aloud prior to this session.  You will be referring back to this story throughout this reading unit.
· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Connection
	Readers, I notice that many of you are envisioning, predicting, and identifying with the characters as you read.  You are already doing the work of careful, thoughtful readers.  Today we will begin a new unit of study where we take a close look at the characters in the stories we read – studying what they are really like on the inside.  Today I want to teach you that readers not only step inside the story and find themselves getting lost in the story, but they also pull back and step outside of the story to help them grow theories about the characters.  

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Explain how you read in two ways:  You step inside the story, envisioning what is happening and worrying about what will happen next.  It is like you are part of the story.  Provide a personal example.  You also step outside of the story, thinking about the characters and trying to figure out what they are really like.  You keep your ideas to yourself until you get the chance to share your ideas with others.  Then, when you talk to someone else, your ideas have a chance to grow and become more significant.   

· Demonstrate how you already empathize with August in the story Wonder, and what it must be like to be him.  Now you are stepping outside of the story, eager to talk about what has happened so far.  Use the following prompts to help you get started:

· I already think that …
· I wonder why …
· Maybe it is because …
· I can’t believe that  …
· Maybe …
· Begin an anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.   

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books and locate a place where they could really envision what was happening and felt like they were part of the story.  Then have them step outside of the story and use the prompts listed above to help them begin to build a theory about one of the characters in their book.  

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Stepping outside of the story and then record their thinking about one of the characters in their own books.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.   

· Have partnerships turn and talk about their notebook entries. 

· NOTE:  These notebook entries are meant to help students internalize the skills that are included in this unit and to help prepare them for partnership conversations.  The entries are not meant to be lengthy until later in the unit.  

	Link
	So readers, today and every day, step inside your stories as you read, and then when you stop reading, step outside your stories and look back to begin to build ideas about the characters.  Get out your independent reading books and continue reading where you left off last night.  As you read, use sticky notes to mark especially powerful passages that you want to share with your partners.  Later, we will share ideas about our characters with our partners.  Take a moment to fill out your log when you get to your reading spot before you begin reading.            

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to step inside their stories and envision their characters as they continue reading.
· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students turn to one of the powerful passages in their books that they marked and create an entry in their notebooks about a theory they are beginning to create about their characters using the prompts listed above.  
· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.      

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the theories they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share their notebook entries with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  
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	Session 2

	Concept 
	Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

	Teaching Point
	Readers pay attention to characters’ actions and choices to reveal what kind of people they are.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters
· Reader’s notebooks
· Sticky notes


	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 17-34 in the story Wonder prior to this session. 
· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, in our lives, we all know people who are really good at reading other people.  They can look at what a person does, and tell what this might say about that person.  (Relate a personal experience.)  In the same way that we can often “read” people in real life, we can also read people in stories.  To read people – in life and in stories – it is important to remember that actions can be windows to what a person is really like.  We can pause after a character has done something in a story or made a choice and say, “Let me use what just happened as a window to help me understand this person.”    

	Demonstration/

Teaching

	· Explain that you will first pay attention, or notice, what a character says, does, and chooses.  Then you will push yourself to think about what this reveals what kind of person he is.
· Point out how you build a theory about August, how you first pay attention to what happens on his school tour and then to his decision to attend school.  This reveals what kind of person he is:
· I notice … that August corrected Julian on the pronunciation of a word he used incorrectly (pages 29-30).  Julian had been unkind to August, and perhaps this was August’s way of getting back at Julian by challenging him.  In a small way, he is trying to stick up for himself.  August decides to attend school, even after experiencing how cruel some kids, like Julian, can be.  August knows that there will be kids like Julian who are not nice to him at school, who judge him by want he looks like on the outside without giving him a chance. He could hide from the world by staying at home, but he wants to give school a try.  
· I think … that August’s actions and choices might fit a pattern.  He seems like the kind of person who tries to stick up for himself.  He is pretty strong on the inside because he has had to overcome the challenges of living in a world where people don’t always understand.  He is putting himself in a situation that might prove very difficult for him to handle, but he is willing to give it a try.  He knows that life will not be easy at school, but he still wants to be part of it.    
· Explain that you will need to read on to learn more about August, and that you will be open to revising your theory about him if you learn something new.  You want to avoid thinking of him in only one way.  

· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books or their sticky notes and think about the actions and choices of one of their characters.  These are likely to reveal something about what the character is really like.     

· Have partnerships turn and talk about one or more of their characters’ actions or choices and what they reveal about the kind of people they are.
· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Link
	So readers, when you read today and every day, pay close attention to the actions and choices of the characters and think about what these actions reveal about them as people.  Record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes as you read.  Then, at the end of reading time, you will have a chance to step outside of the story and push yourselves to build theories about your characters.  

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to pay close attention to the actions and choices of the characters in their stories to help them build theories about what these reveal about them.
· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry using the actions and choices of one of their characters and push their thinking to build theories about what this reveals about the character.
· Have students include the heading Characters’ actions reveal something about them and the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and ideas and respond to each other about the theories they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  
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	Session 3

	Concept 
	Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

	Teaching Point
	Readers pay attention to the ways in which other characters treat the main character.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters
· Reader’s notebooks
· Sticky notes


	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 35 - 50 in the story Wonder prior to this session.

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Connection
	Readers, yesterday we learned that the actions and choices of our characters often reveal something important about them.  Today I am going to teach you that when readers want to think deeply about a character, we can also examine the ways that other people treat the character, looking especially for patterns of behavior.  We not only notice how other characters treat and view the main character, but we also notice what others call the character, and the voice and body language people use around that character. 

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Explain that you will first pay attention, or notice, how other characters treat the main character.  Then you will push yourself to think what this reveals about the kind of person he is.
· Point out how you first think about your theory about how August will find ways to stick up for himself because he is pretty strong on the inside and then how you pay attention to the ways in which other characters treat August.  This reveals something about August and the kind of person he is:
· I notice … that Julian makes fun of August (page 44) in a way that is not obvious to everyone.  August knows that Julian is being cruel, but he does not stick up for himself.    

· I think … that August is not always strong, and he doesn’t always stick up for himself.  He sees the world as it is and seems to accept the way things are for him.  Maybe sticking up for himself by finding fault with others, like how he corrected Julian’s pronunciation of the word ‘supposedly,’ is not really going to help him much in school.  He will need to find other ways to manage himself in the world.   

· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books or their sticky notes and think about the ways that other characters treat their main character.  These actions are likely to reveal something about what the character is really like on the inside.     

· Have partnerships turn and talk about the ways in which other characters treat the main character in their stories and what these actions reveal about them as people.

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Link
	So readers, when you read today and every day, pay close attention to the ways the other characters treat the main character in the books that you are reading.  Think about what this reveals about them.  Record your ideas about how other characters treat the main character on sticky notes as you read.  Then, at the end of reading time, you will have a chance to step outside of the story and push yourselves to build theories about your characters.

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to pay close attention to the ways in which other characters treat the main character in the books they are reading.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry using one or more of their sticky notes about the ways in which other characters treat the main character and what this reveals about them using the following prompt:

· This makes me think that … 

· Have students include the heading How other characters treat the main character and the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  
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	Session 4

	Concept 
	Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

	Teaching Point
	Readers notice when characters act in a surprising way and consider what this reveals about them.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters
· Reader’s notebooks
· Sticky notes


	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 51-64 in the story Wonder prior to this session. 

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Connection
	Readers, yesterday we learned how important it is to “read” characters by paying attention to how other characters treat the main character.  We tried to build a theory about August, but at the same time tried to avoid thinking of him in only one way.  Today I want to emphasize that it is important to keep in mind that characters are complicated.  They are not just one way.  Here is a key point:  To build complex theories about characters, it helps to think deeply about times when characters act in surprising ways, or act out of character, and consider what this reveals about them.        

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Explain that August is quiet and shy.  He is self-conscious about the way he looks, and most people can’t seem to get past his appearance.  He seems to be strong on the inside, someone who can stick up for himself, but often he just puts up with people staring at him and sometimes being cruel.  

· Demonstrate how you pay attention for when August acts in a surprising way.  Reread pages 63 and 64 in the book Wonder.  Explain that August is laughing at one student’s reaction upon seeing him for the first time.  Then August and Jack finally talk and laugh together about August’s appearance.  This seems out of character for August, who is so self-conscious about the way he looks.  He seems like any other kid in this chapter, laughing and getting in a bit of trouble at school.  August must feel completely comfortable with Jack.  He is being himself, and we are seeing that he has a sense of humor, too.  

· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books or their sticky notes and think about the times when characters act in a surprising way.  These actions are likely to reveal something about what the character is really like on the inside.     

· Have partnerships turn and talk about a time when their character acted in a surprising way and what these actions reveal about them.

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Link
	So readers, when you read today and every day, pay close attention to times when a character acts in a surprising way – when he or she acts out of character.  Think about what these actions reveal about them as people.  Record your ideas about the characters’ actions in your books on sticky notes as you read.  Then, at the end of reading time, you will have a chance to step outside of the story and push yourselves to build theories about your characters

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to pay close attention to times when characters act in surprising ways and consider what this reveals about them.
· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry using one or more of their sticky notes, describe a time when a character acted in a surprising way, and push themselves to build a theory about what these actions reveal about the character using the following prompt:
· This makes me think that … 

· Have students include the heading Characters act in surprising ways and the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  
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	Session 5

	Concept 
	Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

	Teaching Point
	Readers think carefully about the objects that characters hold close to their hearts.  


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters
· Reader’s notebooks
· Sticky notes


	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 65-80 in the story Wonder prior to this session. 
· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, yesterday we learned how important it is to pay attention to times when a character acts in a surprising way.  We try to avoid thinking of characters in only one way so that we can recognize when our theories about these characters seem to change.  Today I want to teach you that it is important to also pay attention to the objects that our characters hold dear to help us learn even more about them.  Those objects are also a window into the mind and heart of our characters.  The possessions that characters keep close almost always reveal something important about them.    

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you notice the objects that characters hold close to their hearts and think about what this reveals about them:  

·  I notice … that August loved dressing up.  He wears his space helmet (page 73) all the time until it is lost.  He enjoys dressing up in costumes and being able to blend in with the other kids in ways that he can’t always do.  

· I think … that wearing masks and costumes is one way that August can feel just the like other kids.  He hides behind his mask so he can hold his head up high.  However, his masks and costumes don’t always protect him.  When he is dressed in his Halloween costume and his identity is hidden, he overhears Jack saying things about him that are unkind.  This is very hurtful.  Masking a problem doesn’t always solve it.
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books or their sticky notes and think about an object that their characters hold close to their hearts.  These actions are likely to reveal something about what the character is really like on the inside.     

· Have partnerships turn and talk about the objects that their characters hold close to their hearts and what this reveal about them as people.

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Link
	So readers, when you read today and every day, pay close attention to the objects that the characters hold close to their hearts. Think about what these objects seem to reveal about them.  Record your ideas about the objects that the characters in your books hold close on sticky notes as you read.  Then, at the end of reading time, you will have a chance to step outside of the story and push yourselves to build theories about your characters.

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to pay close attention to the objects that characters hold close to their hearts and what they reveal about the characters.
· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry using one or more of their sticky notes and push themselves to build theories about what the objects that characters hold close reveal about them using the following prompt:

· This makes me think that … 

· Have students include the heading The objects that characters hold close and the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  
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	Session 6

	Concept 
	Readers build theories about characters and gather evidence to support their ideas.

	Teaching Point
	Readers use precise, exact words to describe characters and their actions.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters
· Reader’s notebooks
· Sticky notes


	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 82-102 the story Wonder prior to this session. 
· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.  

	Connection
	Readers, all of you are pushing yourselves to build important theories about your characters.  You are stepping outside your stories and looking back in, just as a researcher does, to study your characters.  Today I want to teach you a technique that readers use to help us use just the right words to build wise and sophisticated theories about our characters.  Specifically, I want to teach you that it can help to try to reach for the precise, exact words to describe your characters and their actions.

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you choose precise, exact words to talk about Olivia.  Explain how you first describe Olivia and her actions, and then how you reach for precise, exact words to describe her.  This helps you think more deeply about what Olivia is really like:

· First:  Olivia seems to take care of herself.  She is self-reliant.  She knows that her mom and dad have their hands full with August, so she tries to avoid burdening them with the problems in her world.    
· Then:  The word self-reliant isn’t the most precise word I could use.  I rewind and think more carefully about Olivia.  Olivia is very insightful.  She can look at the big picture and realize what is important and what is not.  She understands that everyone has spent so much time trying to make August think he’s normal that he actually thinks he is normal.  And the problem is, he’s not (page 90).  She realizes that she has the capacity to take care of herself, and she does.  She also has tenderness for August that seems to rise above everything else in her life.  Yet, she has a slight bit of resentment for him because the world of her family revolves around him.  Olivia makes sacrifices in her life because she is August’s sister.  
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books or their sticky notes and think of precise, exact words to describe a character in their books.    

· Have partnerships turn and talk about the characters in their own books using precise, exact words.

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Link
	So readers, when you read today and every day, reach for the most precise, exact words that you can to describe your characters and their actions.  Record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words as you read.  Then, at the end of reading time, you will have a chance to step outside of the story and push yourselves to build theories about your characters.  

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to choose the most precise, exact words to describe their characters and their actions in the books they are reading.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry using one or more of their sticky notes and pushing their thinking using precise, exact words to build theories about their characters. 
· Have students include the heading Using precise, exact words and the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  
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	Session 7

	Concept 
	Readers move from inference to interpretation.

	Teaching Point
	Readers search for patterns in their notes to push their thinking about characters.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters
· Reader’s notebooks 
· Sticky notes
· Several pages of plain 8 ½ X 11”  paper for each student


	Notes
	· Make copies of the student page that follows this session for each partnership.

· Read aloud pages 103-117 in the story Wonder prior to this session.
· Have students bring a pencil to the meeting area.   

	Connection
	Readers, we have all been jotting sticky notes as we have been reading our books and learning about the characters.  Some of your books are overflowing with great ideas!  Today we are going to take some time to organize our thoughts by sorting our sticky notes into piles of ideas that seem to go together.  In this way, we will look at the notes we have taken with new eyes.  

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Explain that you are going to flip through your read-aloud book and write the page numbers for each of your sticky notes.  
· As you do this, explain that your own book reminds you of a drawer in your kitchen.  It is full of stuff and it is hard to see what is in there.  It needs reorganizing.  If you put all the pens and markers in one container, and all the coupons in another, and all the paper clips and rubber bands in another, your drawer will be organized.  You search for things that go together.  You might also find some important things that you had forgotten were there.  
· Explain that the same thing happens with the sticky notes that are filling our independent reading books.  We sometimes forget what ideas we have jotted on our sticky notes.  It is smart to take a tour of our thinking, of our sticky notes, and then to sort our thoughts when we get about halfway through our books.  One way to do this is to sort our sticky notes into piles of ideas that seem to go together.  Demonstrate how you do this by pulling out your sticky notes and displaying them on chart paper so the students can see them.  Think aloud as you put sticky notes together that have something in common.  You are searching for patterns in your ideas.  Group related sticky notes on single pages of plain paper.
· You might use or recreate the teacher page of sticky notes that follows this session for demonstration purposes.  The student page is for use during active involvement.  Post the following prompts to push your thinking and create a theory about the character:

· This is important because …
· This makes me realize that …
· The bigger idea here is that …
· Explain that often the big idea, or theory, involves more than one character.  

· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Distribute the student page of sticky notes and explain that students will have a chance to create a theory using a different set of sticky notes.    

· Have partnerships discuss how some of these sticky notes connect and have them work together to push their thinking and create their own theory.  
· Form groups of four by having two partnerships share and have students share their theories.  

· Listen in and encourage students to say more, to listen to each other, to add on, to push themselves to think more deeply about the characters, etc.

	Link
	So readers, today if you are at least halfway through your independent reading books, you will begin by writing the page numbers of each of your sticky notes.  Then, put them all on the surface of your desk, look for sticky notes that seem to go together, and place each group on a plain sheet of paper.  Leave a place at the bottom where you can write a theory you have about this group of sticky notes.  Fill up more than one page and push yourself create more than one theory.  Put any leftover sticky notes on a page by themselves.  If you are not halfway through your independent reading books, continue reading today and record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.   

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to organize their sticky notes and push their thinking to create theories about their characters.
· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students who have continued reading create a notebook entry using one of their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to grow their ideas.  Have students who have been organizing their sticky notes create a notebook entry stating one of their theories and pushing their thinking to grow their ideas.   
· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.
· Note:  Have students keep their pages of sticky notes in their pocket folders with their reading logs. 
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Sticky notes from Wonder
Teacher Copy
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Sticky notes from Wonder
Student Copy
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	Session 8

	Concept 
	Readers move from inference to interpretation.

	Teaching Point
	Readers keep their theories in mind as they continue reading.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio 
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 119-132 in the story Wonder prior to this session. 

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Connection
	Readers, we already learned how to make predictions and then how to keep our predictions in mind as we read, looking for places that confirm our thinking or contradict it.  We don’t just make predictions and then forget that we ever made them.  Today I want to teach you that the same holds true for the theories we have been building about our characters.  Each day, it is important to keep our theories in mind as we continue reading, looking for information that might continue to grow, or else change, our thinking.    

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how this works using one of the theories that you created about one of the characters in the book Wonder.  You might find that you are building an idea or that you are revising it.  The key is flexibility.  You might have made a theory about August near the beginning of the book like this:  

· August is the kind of kid who is strong on the inside.  He sticks up for himself.        

· Demonstrate how you pay attention to new information as you continue reading.  You might add on to your theory like this:  

· August is being defensive (pages 124-126).  He was hurt by Jack’s comments, and now he is questioning whether Summer’s friendship is sincere.  I think this is a sign of strength.  August is challenging Summer.   He wants to know the truth.  He is standing up for himself.    
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their independent reading books or their sticky notes and think about one idea they had early in their books about their characters.  Have them think about whether their idea about this character changed later in the story or if they understand better now why the character acted in a certain way.  

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Keeping our theories in mind as we read and explain how their ideas might have changed from the ideas they had earlier in their stories.

	Link
	So readers whenever you are reading, stop to reread your notes about halfway through your story to come up with a theory about your character.  When you read on, keep your theory in mind as you gather new information that either supports your theory or contradicts it.  Your first theory is probably not your final one, but it is a starting place.  Keep your theories in mind as you read.  You will probably add more to your theory or change it so that it is even stronger.  Today you will continue reading and continue jotting your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to keep your theories in mind as you read.

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to keep their theories in mind as they continue to read and gather more information.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, noting how they have kept a theory in mind as they read and how their initial ideas about their character may have grown or changed.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 9

	Concept 
	Readers move from inference to interpretation.

	Teaching Point
	Readers pay attention to characters’ motivations and struggles in stories.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 134-159 in the story Wonder prior to this session.  This is a longer read-aloud section, so make sure to allow a few extra minutes today.   

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.  

	Connection
	Readers, we have been working hard, trying our best to build theories about the characters in our stories.  Something that is important to remember when we do this work is to consider what we already know about how stories tend to go.  The main character either tries to solve a problem or to reach a goal.  Either way, the character faces a struggle and is motivated to overcome obstacles related to his struggle.  Today I want to teach you that one way to develop a theory about a character is to pay attention to the character’s motivations and struggles along the way.    

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how this works by referring to the story Wonder.   Explain that Jack is motivated to help August because of how his brother Jamie reacted to August years ago (pages 140-141).  Invite students to identify some struggles that get in the way of Jack and August’s friendship and how he deals with them:

· Julian was mean to August during the school tour (page 24) … Jack protected him.
· Julian referred to August as a freak (page 154) … Jack punched Julian in the mouth.
· Explain that characters have to use what is inside of them, what they are like in the inside, to overcome obstacles that get in the way of their goals.  By watching how Jack deals with the struggles that ensue in his effort to be friends with August, we find out what Jack is like on the inside.  Guide students to understand that Jack has courage because he is putting his other friendships on the line.  He really enjoys August and is doing what he thinks is the right thing to do.  
· However, Jack gets caught up in the moment acting “cool” with Julian (page 77) and doesn’t stick up for August on Halloween.  We know that Jack sincerely likes August.  He doesn’t know it yet, but this will be another struggle for Jack.  He will have to sort this out at some point.   
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their own independent reading books and consider their characters’ motivations, struggles, and ways they respond to their struggles.  This will help them to think more deeply about their characters.      

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Character motivations and struggles and explain how their characters respond to their struggles.   

	Link
	So readers whenever you read, remember to notice what motivates your characters – what drives them to do things – and also the ways that they respond to their struggles.  Remember that characters, like real people, don’t always know right away what is best for them.  In fact, often that is part of their journey.  They need to struggle to figure something out, and along the way their wants and goals might change.  Your characters might change.  And you might change your ideas about your character.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to pay close attention to your characters’ motivations, struggles, and the ways they respond to their struggles.  

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to pay attention to characters’ motivations and how they overcome their struggles as they continue to read and gather more information.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using one or more of their sticky notes about their characters’ motivations, struggles, and responses to their struggles to help them build strong theories about their characters.  
· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 10

	Concept 
	Readers move from inference to interpretation.

	Teaching Point
	Readers develop complex ideas about characters by starting with a simple, obvious idea and pushing themselves to think more deeply.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 160-185 in the story Wonder prior to this session.  This is a longer read-aloud section, so make sure to allow a few extra minutes today.    

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.  

	Connection
	Readers, we have been building theories about the characters in the books we have been reading.  As I listen in on your conversations and look over your notes, I see that some of you are making theories that are pretty obvious.  In the book Wonder, we know that Julian is bullying August and Jack.  This is an obvious idea that is basic to the story.  We could read on and on, searching for evidence that Julian is bullying, but this idea is really just a starting point – kind of like the rungs on a ladder.  It is important, but it doesn’t help us create complex ideas about our characters.  Today I want to teach you that a simple, obvious idea about a character or a book is a great place to start, even if your goal is a complex idea.  Readers sometimes take that starting idea and climb to high levels of thinking.  It helps to use phrases as prompts to help us climb higher and higher.      

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you start with a simple, obvious idea and use the following prompts to build a theory that is complex and original:
· This is really important because …
· A stronger word to describe this is …
· I remember earlier in the story when …
· Maybe this is because …
· Or it could be …
· But what about …
· Think-aloud how you at first see how Julian is treating August.  Then, you refer to the list of prompts and see if you can use them to push your thinking, as follows:
· I remember earlier in the story when … Julian is mean to August during the school tour.  He really never wants to be friends with August.  Rather, he sees him as a problem, and he wants to exert his power to manage the situation.  August seems to be moving in on his friendship with Jack, and Julian doesn’t like it.  Julian resorts to bullying his friend Jack as well as August because he wants his world to be perfect.  
· Maybe this is because … Julian’s mom is a lot like him.  She actually photoshops the class picture to eliminate August’s face and shares it with some of her friends (pages 158-159).  She uses intimidation in a letter to Mr. Tushman to try to force August out of the school.  She wants things to be perfect.  Some people say that apple does not fall far from the tree.           
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their own independent reading books and look for a sticky note that states a simple, obvious idea.  Have students use the prompts to push their thinking to create a more complex theory about their character.

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Using prompts to develop complex ideas and use the prompts to create more complex theories about their characters. 

	Link
	So readers whenever we read, we want to be the kind of readers who push ourselves to build complex theories about the characters in the books we read.  Many of the ideas we are starting with are obvious ideas.  We don’t just want to read on and on and look for evidence of an obvious idea.  We want to think past the obvious ideas about our characters and use prompts to help us push ourselves into deeper levels of thinking.  To help us, we can use prompts and take the time to think deeply about our idea.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  At the end of reading time, we will start with our ideas and push our thinking using the prompts so we can create more complex theories about our characters. 

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to use the prompts to push their thinking so they can develop complex ideas about their characters that begin with simple, obvious ideas.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and the prompts to build complex theories about their characters.  
· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 11

	Concept 
	Readers move from inference to interpretation.

	Teaching Point
	Readers pay attention to recurring themes and details in stories.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages187-204 in the story Wonder prior to this session. 

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Connection
	Readers, we have been working on creating theories that really matter in the stories we read.  In the books we have been reading together, we notice that some things seem to happen, or recur, over and over throughout the story.  These are the things that are really important.  It is just like when our parents or teachers want us to pay attention to things that are important.  They keep repeating them.  The same thing happens in books.  Authors often repeat things, the details and themes that they want us to pay attention to, because they are important.  Today, I want to teach you that the things that keep recurring are the biggest things in books.  The themes and the details that the author mentions again and again are the ones that we need to pay attention to because they are probably important to understanding the character and the story.  

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you pay close attention to one of the recurring details, the precepts presented by Mr. Brown (pages 45 and 311) in the story Wonder.  Mr. Brown’s first precept is When given the choice between being right or being kind, choose kind.  These precepts are rules of action or conduct.  They are meant to help guide students to think about the ways they ought to live their lives.  Use the prompts from Session 16 to build a more complex theory about the importance of these precepts in the story:

· The precepts are really important because … they remind us about what is important in the story.  Mr. Brown, the English teacher, wants students to think about what kind of people they are what kind of people they want to become.  One of the themes in the story is kindness.    
· I remember earlier in the story when … the first precept was presented.  It was at this moment that August realized he was going to like school, no matter what (page 48).   Maybe there is a connection between the precepts and the theme of kindness throughout the story.  
· Maybe the precepts are a backdrop for the events in the story … December’s precept, “fortune favors the bold,” (page 148) suggests that when we do something brave, something good happens to us. Maybe the words represent a connection to August’s life, as he deals with challenges every day, and to Jack’s life, as he thinks about how brave he is to become friends with August.
· Explain that this recurring detail is somehow important to the story, even if at first it doesn’t seem to be.  

· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their own independent reading books and look for a recurring detail or theme.  Have students use the prompts to push their thinking to create a more complex theory about the importance of these details or themes and how they relate to the characters.

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Using prompts to develop complex ideas and use the prompts to create more complex theories about their characters.

	Link
	So readers, today and every day that you read, remember that authors repeat ideas that they think are important, ideas that they hope the story conveys.  Many times authors repeat an idea by repeating a detail, an image, or an object.  In order to build more complex and interesting theories, we can use prompts to help us think more deeply about these things because they are probably important to the story.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to pay close attention to the recurring themes and details in your stories

	Reading and 

Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to use the prompts to push their thinking about the recurring themes and details in the stories they are reading.
· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to build strong theories about their characters.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 12

	Concept 
	Readers compare characters within and across texts.

	Teaching Point
	Readers compare how characters and their situations are alike.  


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 206-234 in the story Wonder prior to this session.  This is a longer read-aloud section, so make sure to allow a few extra minutes today.   
· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, so far, we have been studying a character and finding precise words to describe this character.  We have been studying what this character wants, the challenges this character faces, and how this character struggles to overcome his challenges.  Today I want to teach you that readers can place several characters – even ones that appear in altogether different books – alongside each other to compare them.  Just as we compare people in real life, we can think, “How are these characters like each other?  How are their situations the same?”

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you compare two of the characters in the story Wonder.  Jack and Justin are both the kinds of people who have genuine compassion for others – no strings attached.  

· Jack really enjoys being August’s friend.  He looks out for August and treats him with kindness and respect.  Jack sees what August is like on the inside and enjoys sharing everyday experiences with him.  He bravely handles the bullying he receives by being friends with August.   
· Justin steps in to defend Jack once he realizes that Jack is getting bullied.  He is also very understanding and compassionate toward Olivia and her family.  True friends look out for each other and support each other because it is the right thing to do.    
· Both Jack and Justin understand the circumstances surrounding August’s situation.  They are insightful, tender, and courageous.  They have empathy for August, who was dealt a difficult hand, and for Olivia, who must sacrifice much by being his sister.  August and Olivia are both fortunate to have such true friends in their lives.    
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their own independent reading books and choose two characters and their situations that are alike in some way.  Have students push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Comparing characters and their situations and push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

	Link
	Readers, today we chose characters and their situations that are alike in some way.  When we do this, it helps us to take a closer look at what the characters are really like on the inside.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to pay close attention to the ways in which characters and their situations are alike.   

	Reading and Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to compare characters and their situations and push their thinking to create a theory about these characters in the books they are reading.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to make connections and to build strong theories about their characters.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 13

	Concept 
	Readers compare characters within and across texts.

	Teaching Point
	Readers compare how characters face their challenges and overcome them.  


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 236-248 in the story Wonder prior to this session.

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, we have been comparing the characters and their situations in the books we are reading.  Today I want to teach you that another way in which readers compare characters is to look at whether the challenges in their lives are similar and how they work to overcome the obstacles in their lives.  We can think, “What are the situations that these characters are facing?  How are these characters attempting to solve their problems?  What about the way in which they overcome their challenges is the same?  Is there something common in the way they are solving their lives’ issues?”

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you compare two of the characters in the story Wonder.  Jack and Miranda both find themselves in situations where they betrayed a friend.  

· Jack betrays his friendship with August by badmouthing him with Julian at the Halloween party.  He gets caught up in trying to be “cool” with Julian and doesn’t realize that he is betraying his friend.  However, it is clear that Jack really thinks the world of August.  Once Jack realizes that August has overheard him, he accepts responsibility for his behavior and apologizes to August.   
· Miranda betrays her friendship with Olivia by continually avoiding her at school.  She hangs out with a new group of kids at school and badmouths Olivia to her friend, Ella.  However, it is clear that she still loves Olivia and her family.  Miranda pretended she was sick so that Olivia could take her place in the school play as a way of trying to do the right thing.  After the performance, she spotted August and saved him from the confusion of the crowd.  Olivia and her family welcomed Miranda with open arms.         
· Both Jack and Miranda learned powerful lessons about friendship and forgiveness.      
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their own independent reading books and compare two characters that faced similar challenges and the ways in which they overcome them.  Have students push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Comparing characters’ challenges and push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

	Link
	Readers, today we compared the ways in which characters overcame challenges in their lives.  Sometimes the kinds of challenges that characters in books face are the same kinds of challenges that we face in our lives.  When we see how characters handle the challenges in their lives, it helps us to make wise decisions about how we want to live our own lives.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to pay close attention to the ways in which characters handle the challenges in their lives.   

	Reading and Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to compare the ways in which characters handle the challenges in their lives and push their thinking to create a theory about these characters in the books they are reading.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to make connections and to build strong theories about their characters.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 14

	Concept 
	Readers compare characters within and across texts.

	Teaching Point
	Readers compare how characters play parallel roles.  


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Edward’s Eyes, Patricia MacLachan
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read pages 250-281 in the story Wonder prior to this session.  This is a longer read-aloud section, so make sure to allow a few extra minutes today.   

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, we have been comparing the characters and the challenges they face in the books we are reading.  We have been finding new ways to think about our characters by comparing them to other characters.  Today I want to teach you that we can also look across books to find characters that play parallel roles in these books.  For example, when we compare two main characters, two moms, two best friends, two grandfathers, or two villains, we sometimes uncover parallel threads that we may not have noticed before. 

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you compare a character in the story Wonder with a character in the story Edward’s Eyes.  The parents in both stories are the kind of people who are instrumental in creating a close family unit, filled with love and support for one another.   They also want their children to become independent and self-sufficient.     

· Mr. and Mrs. Pullman, August’s parents, are central characters in the story Wonder as they are the ones who provide the ingredients for a loving, supportive family.  They do everything they can to lessen the challenges that August faces in his life.  They want him to become independent and self-sufficient by attending school and learning how to manage himself in the world.  Yet, they are always there for their children when they need them.    
· Jack and Maeve, Edward’s parents, are central characters in the story Edward’s Eyes.  They, too, provide the ingredients for a loving, supportive family.   They encourage their children to share in the responsibility for caring for their younger siblings.  They create an atmosphere of joy and fun in their relaxed, easygoing, free-spirited lives.    
· Both sets of parents protect and support their families with kindness, attention, and understanding. 
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students look back into their own independent reading books and compare one of the characters in their books with a character in another book that plays a parallel role.  Have students push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Comparing characters’ parallel roles and push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

	Link
	Readers, we have been comparing the parallel roles that characters play in the stories we read.  We realize that characters in parallel roles sometimes behave in similar ways.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to pay close attention to the roles that characters play in the stories you read.  Later you will make comparisons between characters in parallel roles from two different stories.

	Reading and Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to consider the parallel roles of characters from different stories and push their thinking to create a theory about these characters.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to make connections and to build strong theories about their characters.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 15

	Concept 
	Readers compare characters within and across texts.

	Teaching Point
	Readers push themselves and others to make deeper comparisons between characters.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Edward’s Eyes, Patricia MacLachan
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Notes
	· Read aloud pages 282-297 in the story Wonder prior to this session.

· Have students bring their independent reading books, reader’s notebooks, and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, we have been comparing the characters, their challenges, and the roles they play in the stories we are reading.  Today I want to teach you that one of the best ways to build theories about the characters we are reading about is for partners to help each other notice new patterns or suggest details that we may have overlooked, allowing for a far richer compare-and-contrast.  Remember that in order to push each other to think beyond the surface, we can ask questions to spark deeper, richer thinking.  

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Demonstrate how you compare a character in the story Wonder with a character in the story Edward’s Eyes.  Refer to the following questions as you begin to build a theory about August and Edward:

· What does my/your character really want?  (August wants to go to school.  Edward wants to learn to throw a knuckleball.)
· What is your character’s biggest struggle?  (August faces harassment.  Edward has chosen a difficult throw.)
· Why do you think that?  Can you say more?
· Is there something in the text that makes you think that?
· I think our/these two characters might be similar because … (August and Edward are both determined.)
· Begin with the theory that Edward and August are both very determined.  Push your thinking by saying more about your idea.  
· August is determined when he wakes up every day and heads to school, knowing that the days aren’t always easy for him.  There are students who ignore him or bully him, but he is determined to face his challenges every day.    
· Edward is determined when he wants to learn how to throw a knuckleball.  He sticks with it until he can throw it perfectly.  Nothing gets in his way when he wants to learn something.
· Both August and Edward show determination in the way that they live their lives.  
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Have students chose two characters from different books. 

· Have partnerships use the prompts listed in the demonstration section to push their thinking to compare these characters.  

· Have students stop and jot in their notebooks.  Have them record the heading Comparing characters from different stories and push themselves to create a theory about these characters.

	Link
	Readers, we have been comparing characters from different stories by pushing our thinking through conversation with our partners.  Today you will continue reading and continue to record your ideas about the characters in your books on sticky notes using precise, exact words.  Remember to pay close attention to the characters in the stories you read.  Later you will push yourselves to make deeper comparisons between characters in conversation with your partners.

	Reading and Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to pay close attention to the characters in their stories.

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to make connections and to build strong theories about their characters.

· Have students include the title of their book next to this entry.

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their notebook entries and theories and respond to each other about the ideas they are building about their characters using the prompts listed in the demonstration portion of this session.       

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Session 16

	Concept 
	Readers take time to reflect on stories and on their own reading lives to grow.  

	Teaching Point
	Readers use motifs to lead them to lasting thoughts about a story.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters

· Reader’s notebooks

· Sticky notes



	Note
	· Read aloud pages 298-310 during the demonstration portion of this session.

· Students will not have an independent reading time during this session, as it will be devoted to reading aloud the last three chapters and a discussion about the whole story.

· Have students bring their reader’s notebooks and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, we sometimes have special experiences, like going to camp, where the counselors help us find the right way to end our camp experience.  We light candles, have a ceremony, or perform some other act that helps us think about the spirit of the experience and provide us with some lasting thoughts.  It works the same way with books.  Today as we finish reading the story, Wonder, we are going to look at the recurring themes, called motifs in books, and think in such a way that the story will really mean something to us, or have a lasting effect.  Today I want to teach you that one way that we can do this is by caring about the motifs in a story, letting the motifs carry the spirit of the story.  

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Explain that endings are a time when all we have been thinking and wondering about comes together.  We are going to feel as much as we can, pulling the whole book and its meaning into this ending in any way we can.  As I read, I want you to be figuring out what’s most important, not just in this chapter, but in the whole book.  I will stop at the end of each chapter for you to write long in your reader’s notebooks.    

· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.

	Active Involvement
	· Read aloud pages 298-301.  Have students immediately pick up their notebooks and write all of their thoughts, filling up the page.  Have a few students share their entries. 
· Mr. Tushman talks about how the students are at the edge between childhood and everything that comes after.  They are in transition (page 299).  One motif of this story is transitions.  Many of the characters are making big transitions this year and adjusting to change.  They are becoming the people who they will be as adults.
· Mr. Tushman suggests a new rule of life … always to try to be a little kinder than is necessary (pages 299-300).  Another motif of this story is kindness.  The wonder of August’s presence in the school is that people around him learn what it is to be kind.    
· Read aloud pages 302-304 and then 305-310 in the same way.  Ask students to carry with them all of this important thinking and see if they can build strong theories.  Have a few students share their entries.
· Mr. Tushman discusses the strength of one’s friendship, the strength of one’s courage.  Friendship and courage are two other motifs in this story.  The threads run throughout the story in the relationships between August and Jack, Olivia and Justin.  
· Have students think about one of the motifs and how it is represented in the story.
· Have students each think about one thing they are going to take away from this book, one way that if affects them personally, and one way they are going to live their lives in a better way.  They can share their thoughts with their partners and/or the class.  

	Link
	Readers, today I think that you felt how much the ending of a book can mean if we take time to care about the motifs in the book.  I think we will carry the images we have found at this story’s end with us for a long time.  You can do this same work with any book that is important to you.  Remember to use what we did together today to help you read your independent reading books differently from now on. 

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  

· Explain that as students finish reading their independent reading books, they should spend some time thinking and writing about the motifs in their books that will lead them to lasting thoughts about their stories.    



	Session 17 

	Concept 
	Readers take time to reflect on stories and on their own reading lives to grow.  

	Teaching Point
	Readers take time to analyze themselves as readers to determine their strengths and ways they want to develop.


	References 
	Materials

	· Units of Study for Teaching Reading: A Curriculum for the Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5, Book 2:  Following Characters into Meaning, Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan

· A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5, 2011/2012, Lucy Calkins
	· Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
· Anchor charts:
· Building Theories about Characters



	Note
	· Have students bring their reader’s notebook and a pencil to the meeting area. 

	Connection
	Readers, after listening to your conversations yesterday, it is clear that you have learned a lot about ways to think and write and talk about the characters in the books we are reading.  From time to time, we will look back into our reading logs to learn about ourselves as readers.  We can also look back at our sticky notes and we can think about the thoughts we tend to have as readers (and those we do not have very often).  We can do this to learn about ourselves as readers.  Today I want to teach you how we can research our thinking about reading and give ourselves new goals.      

	Demonstration/

Teaching
	· Explain that in the same way that there are differences in the amounts of reading we do and the kinds of books we read, there are also differences in the kinds of thinking we tend to do as we read.  Some of us tend to wonder why characters do what they do, questioning their real motivations and trying to find reasons for surprising actions.  Others do a lot of predicting, thinking about what will happen next, or connecting with the characters, feeling empathy toward them and caring deeply for them.  Some of us notice the way an author has written the book, thinking about the choices that the author made in the story.  Others make a lot of comparisons between and among characters.
· Refer to the anchor chart, Building Theories about Characters.
· Flip through your own sticky notes and pay attention to the kinds of thinking you typically do (pay attention to secondary characters like Willie May and Beauchamp) and the kinds of thinking you rarely do (like predicting). 

· Write down one or two goals for yourself in your reader’s notebook.     

	Active Involvement
	· Have students flip through their independent reading books and reread their sticky notes, noticing the kinds of thinking they tend to do, and tend not to do.  

· Have partners share one or two of their thoughts.  

	Link
	Readers, I hope that you are realizing that to be authors of your reading lives, you also need to be researchers, studying what works and what doesn’t work for you as a reader.  I hope that you know that you can research yourselves as a reader and notice areas in which you can set goals for yourself.  Before you begin reading today, please take a few minutes to continue researching yourselves as readers, checking our anchor chart to think of ways in which you are thinking as you read, and recording two or three goals in your reading notebooks.  As you begin reading today, read with your goals in mind.    

	Reading and Conferring
	· Conduct table conferences to encourage students to create goals for themselves as readers and to keep their goals in mind as they read.  

· After students have been reading for a total of 30 minutes, have them record their reading on their daily reading logs.  

· Have students create a notebook entry, or add information to one of their entries, using their sticky notes and pushing their thinking to build strong theories about their characters. 

	Partnerships
	· Have partnerships share their reading goals and respond to each other about their ideas.

· Have one or two students share with the class.  

	Teaching Share
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by summarizing and reinforcing the focus of the day’s teaching point.  



	Conferring Checklist:  Following Characters into Meaning

	Student Name:

                                                                                                                                                                                       

	Building theories about characters: 

Steps outside the story to grow ideas about the characters.
	

	Building theories about characters: 

Notices characters’ actions and ways other characters treat the character.
	

	Building theories about characters:

Notices when characters act in surprising ways.
	

	Building theories about characters: 

Thinks about the importance of objects to the characters.
	

	Building theories about characters: 
Uses precise, exact words to describe the character.  
	

	From inference toward interpretation:

Searches for patterns to push thinking and keeps theories in mind.  
	

	From inference toward interpretation:

Notices characters’ motivations and struggles.
	

	From inference toward interpretation:

Searches for patterns in notes.
	

	From inference toward interpretation: Builds complex theories about characters using prompts.
	

	From inference toward interpretation:

Notices recurring themes and details.
	

	Comparing characters:

Compares characters and situations:
	

	Comparing characters:

Compares how characters face challenges and overcome them.
	

	Comparing characters:

Compares how characters play parallel roles.
	

	Comparing characters:

Pushes self and others to make deeper comparisons between characters. 
	

	Reflecting on stories and ourselves:

Uses motifs to spark lasting thoughts.
	

	Reflecting on stories and ourselves:

Analyzes strengths and ways to grow.
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p. 71   The students are getting used to seeing August at school.  Maybe they will start getting to know him on the inside.





p. 63  Jack asks August if he sometimes wants to beat up the kids who stare at him.    





p. 77  August’s mask hides his identity, but it also provides the opportunity for him to hear Jack say cruel things about him.





p. 77   I wonder why Jack is saying mean things about August to Julian.  I thought he would stick up for him.  





Theory:    





p. 83  Olivia feels like the universe of her family is changing.  I wonder if this is because August’s world is growing.      





p. 90  Olivia thinks that her family should make August grow up.  They have always helped and protected him, but he needs to work out many things for himself.     





p. 91  Olivia feels like she is getting a fresh start in high school – where no one knows about August.  This makes her feel like she can have her own identity.    





p. 93  Olivia lies to her mom about her ride home from school.  She sees that her friends are changing.        





Theory:    
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We start with simple, obvious ideas and push ourselves to think more deeply as we build complex theories about characters.


Readers pay attention to recurring themes and details in stories.


We compare how characters and their situations are alike.


We compare how characters face their challenges and overcome them.


We compare how characters play parallel roles.     
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We step outside of the story to help us build theories about the characters.


We pay attention to characters’ actions to reveal what kind of people they are.


We pay attention to the ways in which other characters treat the main character. 


We notice when characters act in a surprising way and consider what this reveals about them.


We think carefully about the objects that characters hold close to their hearts.


We use precise, exact words to describe our characters and their actions.


We search for patterns in our notes to push our thinking.


We keep our theories in mind as we continue reading.


We pay attention to characters’ motivations and struggles.


We start with simple, obvious ideas and push ourselves to think more deeply as we build complex theories about characters.


Readers pay attention to recurring themes and details in stories.


We compare how characters and their situations are alike.


We compare how characters face their challenges and overcome them.


We compare how characters play parallel roles.


We push ourselves and others to make deeper comparisons between characters in our conversations with others.       
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We pay attention to the ways in which other characters treat the main character. 


We notice when characters act in a surprising way and consider what this reveals about them.


We think carefully about the objects that characters hold close to their hearts.


We use precise, exact words to describe our characters and their actions.


We search for patterns in our notes to push our thinking.


We keep our theories in mind as we continue reading.


We pay attention to characters’ motivations and struggles.


We start with simple, obvious ideas and push ourselves to think more deeply as we build complex theories about characters.


Readers pay attention to recurring themes and details in stories.


We compare how characters and their situations are alike.


We compare how characters face their challenges and overcome them.


We compare how characters play parallel roles.


We push ourselves and others to make deeper comparisons between characters in our conversations with others. 


We use motifs to lead us to lasting thoughts about a story.
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We step outside of the story to help us build theories about the characters.


We pay attention to characters’ actions to reveal what kind of people they are.


We notice when characters act in a surprising way and consider what this reveals about them.


We think carefully about the objects that characters hold close to their hearts.


We pay attention to the ways in which other characters treat the main character. 


We use precise, exact words to describe our characters and their actions.


We search for patterns in our notes to push our thinking.


We keep our theories in mind as we continue reading.


We pay attention to characters’ motivations and struggles.


We start with simple, obvious ideas and push ourselves to think more deeply as we build complex theories about characters.


Readers pay attention to recurring themes and details in stories.


We use motifs to lead us to lasting thoughts about a story.


We analyze ourselves as readers to determine our strengths and ways we want to develop.  
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