    Literary Essay:  Grade 5
    Writing Unit 2




	Unit Title:  Literary Essay
	Duration:  3 weeks

	Concepts:

1. Writers analyze the content and structure of literary essays.

2. Writers read texts closely and respond to them in writing.
3. Writers learn strategies for revising and editing literary essays.
4. Writers publish literary essays.

	Materials to be provided by the teacher:

1. On-Demand Literary Essay Pre/Post-Assessment
2. Writer’s notebooks

3. Writing folders

4. Paper for final drafts
	Professional Resources:

1. Lucy Calkins,  Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Teaching Writing, Grades 3-5, Book 5:  Literary Essays:  Writing About Reading, Heinemann, 2006
2. Lucy Calkins,  A Curricular Plan for the Writing Workshop, Grade 5, 2011-2012, Heinemann, 2011

	Materials to be produced by the teacher:
1. Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay

2. Enlarged copies of the following:
· A Literary Essay Based on the Short Story “Eleven” from Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros – sample essay
· A Literary Essay Based on the Book Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki – sample essay
· A Literary Essay Based on the Book A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting – sample essay
· Idea/Detail Chart
· Literary Essay Organizer
3. Individual copies of the following for each student:
· “The Race” from Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul 2, Jack Canfield, et al. (for the on-demand assessment)
· Literary Essay Organizer 

· Literary Essay Conferring Checklist
· Literary Essay Revision/Editing Checklist
· Literary Essay Assessment Rubric
4. Copies of the following sample essays and short stories for each student should be distributed at Session 1:
· A Literary Essay Based on the Short Story “Eleven” from Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros – sample essay
· A Literary Essay Based on the Book Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki – sample essay
· “Spaghetti” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant
· “Papa’s Parrot” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant
· “William aka Bill” from Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul 2, Jack Canfield et al.
	Mentor Texts:

1. A Day’s Work, Eve Bunting

2. Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul 2, Jack Canfield, et al.
3. Woman Hollering Creek, Sandra Cisneros
4. Baseball Saved Us, Ken Mochizuki

5. Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant




	

Please read these notes before beginning this unit as they provide integral information 
for completing this unit with success.
Unit Introduction:

Literary essay is a genre that continues to tap into the more structured kinds of opinion writing that they will encounter in school.  It teaches students how to think about a story and then elaborate on that thinking.  During this unit, students write theme-driven opinion pieces based on literature and support their ideas with evidence from the story.  

Assessment:

1. Administer the on-demand assessment prior to beginning this unit and score the students’ writing using the Literary Essay Assessment Rubric at the end of this unit.  Have students use these pieces as a starting point, and compare them to the essays they create in this unit.  At the conclusion of the unit, administer the same on-demand assessment and look for improvements in your students’ development as writers.

2. Use the Literary Essay Conferring Checklist throughout this unit to informally assess your students.
3. At the end of the unit, the students will use the Literary Essay Revision/Editing Checklist to self-assess their writing.  The teacher can also use this form to assess students’ writing.

Resources and Materials:
1. Immersion in a genre in the form of reading is essential before you begin teaching a unit on writing in the genre.  Spend a few days having students read and analyze the content and structure of literary essays.
2. After reading through the sessions in this unit, you will want to write a literary essay of your own before you begin this unit to use as a mentor text.  Be sure to save examples of your students’ literary essays to use as examples in the years to come.  

3. A completed class chart for each of the teaching points in this unit is included following these notes.  A cumulative class chart is also included with each session.  Additionally, a detailed student chart is included in a size appropriate for students to cut out and glue or tape into their reader’s notebooks.

4. You might also choose to create permanent classroom charts by adding new strategies as you go.  If you use a document camera to share the class charts from this unit, also create classroom charts so students can refer to them later.   

Best Practice:
1. Spend more than one day per session as needed in your classroom.  Remember that all teachers and classes are different, and you will want to make adjustments to the sessions, to the sequence of the sessions, and to the number of days you spend on a session as necessary.  
Other:
1. A special thank you goes out to all authors of professional resources cited in this unit for their insights and ideas.




Overview of Sessions – Teaching and Learning Points Aligned with the Common Core

Concept:  Writers analyze the content and structure of literary essays.

CCSS:  W.5.9, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a

Session 1:  Writers analyze literary essays for the themes and supporting evidence.
CCSS:  W.5.9, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a

Concept:  Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1a, W.5.1b, W.5.1c, W.5.1d, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d, LS.5.3a

Session 2:  Writers use transitional words and phrases to link the evidence to the theme.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1c, SL.5.1, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c, SL.5.1d, LS.5.3a

Session 3:  Writers elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the text.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1b, SL.5.1

Session 4:  Writers create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1d, SL.5.1

Session 5:  Writers determine the theme in a story and support it with evidence.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1a, W.5.1b, SL.5.1

Session 6:  Writers plan and organize their ideas for a literary essay.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1b, W.5.5, SL.5.1

Session 7:  Writers build strong introductory paragraphs for their literary essays.

CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1a, W.5.5, SL.5.1

Session 8:  Writers slant the evidence to support their theme.
CCSS:  W.5.1, W.5.1a, SL.5.1

Session 9:  Writers include specific details in a literary essay. 

CCSS:  W.5.1, LS.5.2, LS.5.2a, LS.5.3a

Session 10:  Writers use literary language related to literature and essays.
Concept:  Writers learn strategies for revising and editing their literary essays.

CCSS:   W.5.5


Session 11/12:  Writers revise and edit their literary essays.
CCSS:  W.5.5

Concept:  Writers publish their literary essays.

CCSS:  W.5.4, SL.5.4

Sessions 12 and 13:  Writers celebrate their work with others. 

CCSS:  W.5.4, SL.5.4

On-Demand Literary Essay Pre/Post-Assessment

Pre-Assessment Instructions:
Students should be at their regular writing seats and will need loose-leaf paper and pencils.  They need to be able to add pages if they want.  Distribute copies of the short story, “Retired,” from the book Every Living Thing by Cynthia Rylant and read it aloud to the students.  Explain that the story is about companionship.  
Tell students:
“Today you will write an essay about the theme, or important idea, in this short story.   You will have an hour to write your thoughts about the theme in this story and to use evidence from the story to support your thoughts. Use everything you know about good writing.”

Have students begin their literary essays.    
Note:
This on-demand assessment shows what students know about essay writing to write about a short story.   Score these essays using the Literary Essay Assessment Rubric located at the end of this unit.  Pay close attention to what your writers can already do and almost do.  This information will help you focus on goals for your students.  Use the same rubric to score their published essays at the end of this unit to show what they have learned. 

Post-Assessment Instructions (optional):

At the conclusion of this unit, administer the same on-demand assessment and look for improvements in your students’ development as writers.
	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the text.

· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.

· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.

· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the text.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.

· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.

· Plan and organize my ideas before I begin.

· Build a strong introductory paragraph that includes the important ideas related to the story, title, author, gist of the story, and theme.

· Slant the evidence to support a theme by retelling or paraphrasing.

· Provide specific details to support my evidence.  Cite quotations from the text as follows:

· When the narrator states “ …,” this shows that …

· When (the character) says “ …, ” this shows that …

· Use literary language related to literature and essays.


	Session 1

	Concept 
	Writers analyze the content and structure of literary essays.

	Teaching Point
	Writers analyze literary essays for the themes and supporting evidence.


	References
	Materials

	· Baseball Saved Us, Ken Mochizuki

· “Eleven” from Woman Hollering Creek, Sandra Cisneros


	· Writer’s notebooks
· Writing folders

· Class chart:
· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· An enlarged copy of the following sample literary essays:  
· A Literary Essay Based on the Book Baseball Saved Us, Ken Mochizuki – sample essay  
· A Literary Essay Based on the Short Story “Eleven” from Woman Hollering Creek, Sandra Cisneros – sample essay 
· Enlarged copy and/or copies for each student of the student chart:

· Create a Literary Essay 


	Notes
	· Put copies of the following two essays and three short stories in students’ writing folders before today’s session:  

· A Literary Essay Based on the Book Baseball Saved Us, Ken Mochizuki – sample essay
· A Literary Essay Based on the Short Story “Eleven” from Woman Hollering Creek, Sandra Cisneros – sample essay  
· “Spaghetti” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant
· “Papa’s Parrot” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant
· “William aka Bill” from Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul 2, Jack Canfield et al.
· Read aloud the book Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki sometime before this session so that students have a chance to listen to and understand the story.  It is about a boy who was forced to live in an internment camp in the 1940’s with other Japanese Americans following the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese.  As you read the story aloud, students should pay attention to the character’s motivations, struggles, and changes because they are central ideas in stories.

	Introduction
	Writers, today we will begin a new unit of study.  We have already written personal narratives.  Now we will write in a new way.  We will be writing literary essays about short texts that you have read closely, reread, and discussed.  In this session, we will analyze literary essays and learn about how they present an important idea, or theme, from a story and support it with evidence.

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and an enlarged copy of the student chart Create a Literary Essay.
· Refer back to the story Baseball Saved Us and then read aloud the literary essay about the story to demonstrate how you analyze a literary essay for the theme and the supporting evidence.    

· Explain that when a person writes a literary essay about a piece of literature, it is organized in the following way:

· The writer states a theme from a story.

· The writer supports this theme with evidence in the form of examples from the text.  
· Discuss the theme and evidence presented in the essay:  
· The theme is:

The power of determination helps people overcome obstacles in their lives.
· The first example, or evidence, that supports this theme is:

The Japanese-Americans found ways to get what they needed.

	Guided Practice
	· Have partnerships refer to their copies of A Literary Essay Based on the Book Baseball Saved Us and discuss the other two examples that support the theme in the essay.  
· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.

· Emphasize that themes and supporting evidence are central to a literary essay.

	Recap
	Writers, whenever we begin work in a new genre, we will want to study mentor texts to learn about this new kind of writing.  Today we analyzed a literary essay for the theme and evidence to help us understand how these texts are organized.  Now we will be working in partnerships to explore another literary essay.  First you will read the short story “Eleven” and then a literary essay about the story to analyze the theme and evidence.             

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at analyzing the literary essay for the theme and evidence.  

	Lesson Closure

	· Convene students in the meeting area.

· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two partnerships share their ideas about the themes and evidence in the literary essay.
· You might also draw students’ attention to the fact that the introduction (including the theme), each example, and the conclusion are all written as separate paragraphs.  


A Literary Essay

Based on the Book

Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki
Depending on how you look at it, baseball can be a game of fun, a serious sport, or a way to cope with difficulties in life.  The game itself requires cooperation, strategy, and above all, determination.  After reading the story, Baseball Saved Us, and talking about it with others, it seems that not everyone thinks about the story in the same way.  Some people think that the story is about a group of Japanese-Americans who play baseball just to keep busy while they are detained in an internment camp during World War II.  They think that the people just want to do something fun because they are bored.  But I think the story is much more than that.  I think Baseball Saved Us is really about how the power of determination can help people overcome huge obstacles in their lives.  
Early in the story, there is evidence of the power of determination.  For example, the narrator states that the Japanese-Americans didn’t have anything they needed for baseball, but they find ways to get what they need.  They create the baseball field with shovels and water.  They build bleachers out of trees.  They sew uniforms out of mattress covers.  This shows that, through the power of determination, they are able to experience a part of the everyday life they once enjoyed.

Later in the story, in one of the last games of the year to decide the championship, a young boy nicknamed Shorty shows determination when he is up to bat with two strikes and a runner on second.  He wants to prove to himself, the other kids, and the guards that he can play well, even though he usually grounds out.  The other players tease him when he is up to bat.  He “glanced at the guardhouse behind the left field foul line and saw the man in the tower, leaning on the rail with the blinding sun glinting off his sunglasses.  He was always watching, always staring.”  This suddenly makes Shorty mad.  He grips the bat harder and decides that he is going to hit the ball past the guardhouse.  And he does!  He crosses home plate, and his teammates lift him onto their shoulders in celebration.  This shows that Shorty, through the power of determination, is able to prove to himself and to others that he can help his team win.

At the end of the story, when the Japanese-Americans are released from the internment camp and return home, Shorty shows determination during the first game of the season.  Everything is not much better at home as he hopes it might be.  Shorty is getting teased again because he is the only Japanese-American on the team.  He “looked at the pitcher.  The sun glinted off his glasses as he stood on the mound, like the guard in the tower.”  Shorty desperately wants to show his teammates that he is not the enemy.  He “swung and felt that solid whack again.”  In the end, Shorty’s power of determination helps him win the game for his team.   

Now, as I think about the power of determination, I realize that much of what we can accomplish in life is because of how strongly we feel on the inside.  When we dig down deep and will ourselves to accomplish our goals, we are far more successful than if we rely solely on our physical ability.  In my life, I have found that determination is the key to getting good grades in school, doing well in sports, and reaching other goals.  It takes body and mind to accomplish what we want in life.  If you dig down deep and find your own reason to be determined, it will make a difference in your life.        

A Literary Essay

Based on the Short Story

“Eleven” from Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros


Life isn’t always fair.  One day, everything seems to be rolling along smoothly.  Nothing bad happens.  Everything is going your way.  Other days, everything seems to be rolling over bumps and into potholes.  Everything bad happens.  Nothing is going right.  In the short story, “Eleven,” from the book Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros, Rachel has one of those days.  It is her birthday, and everything in her world is falling apart for her at school.  She is having a hard time standing up for herself, and she lets things get out of control.  She can’t pull herself together.  I think that Sandra Cisneros wrote this story to remind us how important it is to stand up for ourselves because we have the power to make our lives better.


Early in the story, Rachel finds that she cannot stand up for herself.  When her teacher, Mrs.  Price, insists that the ugly red sweater that is all “raggedy and old” belongs to her, Rachel responds in such a weak voice that her teacher ignores her.  Rachel thinks that, since Mrs. Price is the teacher, she has no say in the matter.  By not standing up for herself, Rachel makes herself miserable.  She can think of nothing else but the horrible way that she feels on this special day.  It is clear that Rachel has the power to make her special day a good one, but she cannot stand up for herself.  

    
Later in the story, Rachel faces more humiliation, and she cannot stand up for herself.  Mrs. Price insists that Rachel put on the sweater that she has shoved to the “tippy-tip corner of her desk.”  Rachel cannot get the words out of her mouth to say that the sweater is not hers.  She feels like she has no choice but to put her arms through the sleeves of this sweater that feels all itchy and is not hers.  She cannot hold it in any longer, and the tears come like rain, falling on her birthday.  She sobs in front of everyone and falls apart with her head on her desk, until there are no more tears.  This shows that Rachel has the power all along to keep herself together, but because she cannot stand up for herself, she loses all control.



I believe that Sandra Cisneros wrote the short story “Eleven” to remind us that we all have the power to stand up for ourselves.  When Rachel cannot express herself or stand up to Mrs. Price, she loses all control of herself.  In my life, I realize that it is important to stand up for myself.  If I am in a situation in which my voice is not being heard, I know that I have the power to speak up.  I can stand up for myself and take control of myself, so I don’t feel powerless.  I hope that everyone who reads this short story realizes that we all have the power to stand up for ourselves and be in control.  We might all still have bad days from time to time, but we can have more good days if we don’t let others take our power away!        
	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the text.



	Create a Literary Essay
Student Chart 


I can write a literary essay in this way:

· Think about the themes in a story and choose one that has significance to me.
· Locate evidence in the story that supports this theme using examples from the text.
· Use transitional words and phrases to link the evidence to the theme, such as:
· Throughout the story, (restate the theme)…                   
· Also in the story, …  
· By the end of the story, …
· One character …, Another character …, A third character …
· One reason …, A second reason …, One last reason …  

· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the text.
· Create a conclusion that:

· Summarizes the theme and evidence and states the significance of the theme:
· I realize that …
· Connects the theme to my life or to the world.

· In my life … or  In the world …



	Session 2

	Concept 
	Writers read texts closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.


	References
	Materials

	· A Day’s Work, Eve Bunting

	· Writer’s notebooks
· Writing folders

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay

· Enlarged copy of the student chart:
· Create a Literary Essay


	Notes
	· Read aloud the picture book A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting sometime before this session if students are not familiar with this text from Unit 1.
· Your goal in this session is to demonstrate how a simple essay can be constructed and to help all students write simple essays today.  As you read the story aloud, students should pay attention to the character’s motivations, struggles, and changes because they are central ideas in stories.

· You will want to be sure that they all understand the basic structure of an essay and the importance of finding relevant evidence for each supporting paragraph.   
· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we examined literary essays to analyze them for themes and evidence.  Today we will work together to write a simple literary essay about the story A Day’s Work using transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.  

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and an enlarged copy of the student chart Create a Literary Essay.  Explain that you are going to demonstrate how to write a simple literary essay using this format. 

· Refer back to the book A Day’s Work.  Remind students that it is a story about an important lesson that a Mexican American grandfather teaches his grandson.

· Explain that one theme in the story is the grandfather’s honesty and integrity.   
· Refer to the enlarged copy of A Literary Essay Based on the Book A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting and read the first paragraph aloud:  

· Eve Bunting’s picture book, A Day’s Work, teaches readers about the importance of honesty and integrity.
· Explain to the students that this will be the theme for the class essay that you will be writing together.  Note how you included the title, author, and theme of the story to begin your essay.   You will be looking for relevant evidence in the form of reasons or examples from the story to support this theme.  Part of the essay is already composed, part of it will be composed together, and part of it will be composed independently by the students.   

· Refer to the essay and note how the transitional words link the evidence to the theme:

· Throughout the story, there is evidence of the importance of honesty and integrity.  
· Demonstrate how you locate relevant evidence early in the text that supports this theme and provides an example:
· For example, Francisco said that his grandfather, who didn’t speak English, was a fine gardener.  In fact … 

· Elaborate verbally on this evidence by explaining its relevance to the theme.

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the student chart Create a Literary Essay.   
· Continue composing the class essay with the students using transitional words and phrases:
· Also in the story, there is evidence of the importance of honesty and integrity.  For
        example, …

· Have partnerships locate evidence later in the text that supports the theme.
· Have one or two partnerships share their ideas with the class.  

	Recap
	Writers, whenever you write a literary essay, you will begin with a theme and then support it with relevant evidence from the story.  You will also want to include transitional words, phases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.  Today you will write a simple literary essay based on the book A Day’s Work.  Build your essay by creating three supporting paragraphs using transitional words and phrases and evidence.  You can use the example that I provided and the one that you located with your partners for the first two supporting paragraphs.  See if you can determine one more example from the story for your third supporting paragraph.  Elaborate by explaining how each example supports the theme.  Refer to the class charts Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart Create a Literary Essay to help you get started.

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at writing their own simple literary essays.  Remind students to write the theme you provided and create three supporting paragraphs using transitional words and phrases for each example they use as evidence.

	Mid-Workshop Teaching Point
	· Have students meet with their partners to share their literary essays.  

· Have partners refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart Create a Literary Essay to make sure that they have included the necessary parts.
· Have students make corrections if necessary.

	Lesson Closure
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share their essays.  

· Explain that this is the first of three practice essays that students will write as they learn more and more about writing literary essays during this unit.  After writing practice essays, students will begin work on their final literary essay.      


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.
· Relevant examples as evidence.




	Session 3

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.


	References
	Materials

	· “Spaghetti” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant

	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders
· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay

· Enlarged copies of the following:
· Student chart:
· Create a Literary Essay
· Idea/Detail Chart 


	Notes
	· Put copies of the following short stories in students’ writing folders before today’s session:

· “Spaghetti,” from Every Living Thing
· “Papa’s Parrot,” from Every Living Thing
· “William aka Bill,” from Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul 2
Students will be referring to them throughout the next several sessions. 

· Read aloud the short story “Spaghetti” from Every Living Thing by Cynthia Rylant sometime before this session so that students have a chance to listen to and understand the story.  Explain that the story is about a boy who finds a stray kitten.  As you read the story aloud, students should pay attention to the character’s motivations, struggles, and changes because they are central ideas in stories.
· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we created simple literary essays.  We started with a theme, and then located evidence in the story to support this theme.  Today we will write another literary essay and build stronger paragraphs by elaborating on the evidence we include. 

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and an enlarged copy of the student chart Create a Literary Essay.  
· Explain that the class is going to write another essay based on the short story “Spaghetti,” this time with more elaboration by including specific details from the story.
· Explain that one theme in the story “Spaghetti” is that people have a need to belong.      
· Introduce an organizational structure, Idea/Detail Chart, as one way to organize your ideas for a literary essay:

· Record the following theme on the line: 
· Cynthia Rylant’s short story, “Spaghetti” illustrates that people have a need to belong.
· Record one example as relevant evidence next to the first bullet:
· Throughout the story, Gabriel felt like he didn’t belong.  For example, …  
· Demonstrate how you elaborate on this example by including specific details.  You are detailing only the part of the story that clearly supports the theme.  Do not record these details on the Idea/Detail Chart at this time. 
· Demonstrate how to link the evidence back to the theme in the following way:
· This shows that …      

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the student chart Create a Literary Essay and to their copy of “Spaghetti.”
· Record a second example as relevant evidence next to the second bullet using words and phrases:

· As the story continued, Gabriel was searching for a way to belong.  For example, …
· Have partnerships elaborate verbally on this example by including specific details and link the evidence back to the theme:

· This shows that …
· Have one or two students share with the class.    

	Recap
	Writers, whenever we write a literary essay, we first support a theme with relevant examples, and then elaborate on those ideas with specific details.  Today you will write your own literary essays based on the short story “Spaghetti” independently. As you work, refer to the Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay class chart and a copy of the student a Create a Literary Essay.  Begin by using an Idea/Detail Chart to record your ideas.  Then, start writing your essay in your writer’s notebook.  Remember to elaborate.  Don’t just say that a part supports the theme; show how it supports the theme by including specific details.  Then link the evidence back to theme.   

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at organizing and writing their own literary essays using elaboration.

	Mid-Workshop Teaching Point
	· Suggest that a third transition might be:

· By the end of the story, Gabriel found a way to belong.  He …   
Note the variation in the wording of the evidence.
· Have students who finish early elaborate the ideas in their first essay.     

	Lesson Closure
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share their essays. 
· Point out that essays have a formal structure and style.  The language must be precise and clear so the reader can follow your thinking.      


	Idea/Detail Chart



	___________________________________




	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature.
· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that …  



	Session 4

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme.


	References
	Materials

	· “Spaghetti” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant

	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders
· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay

· Enlarged copies of the following student chart:
· Create a Literary Essay


	Note
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we wrote a second literary essay with more elaboration.  Today, we will create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of our theme.

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and an enlarged copy of the student chart Create a Literary Essay. 
· Explain that this is one way to create a conclusion for a literary essay:

· Read your own essay aloud.   Demonstrate how to create a concluding paragraph that restates the theme and pulls the examples together.  Consider using the character’s trait (Gabriel is lonely) to help you bring your ideas to a close.  You might start this paragraph using the following:
· I realize that when people are lonely, they search for ways to belong.
· Illustrate the significance of the theme and relate it to your own life or to the real world.   Think about the need to belong and how it relates to you or to people in the real world.  Leave the reader with a powerful idea about the need to belong.  

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the student chart Create a Literary Essay.   
· Explain that students will now open their writer’s notebooks and plan how they might create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme.
· Have partnerships share their ideas about concluding their essays.  
· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Recap
	Writers, whenever we write a literary essay, we need to make sure to create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme.  Today we will add a conclusion to our literary essays.  Refer to the Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay class chart and the student chart Create a Literary Essay to help you get started.  To end your paragraph, think about what the theme means to you or how it connects to others in the world.   

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at writing their concluding paragraphs.  

	Mid-Workshop Teaching Point
	· Demonstrate how you read over your draft and check to make sure that your concluding paragraph is well structured, referring to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart Create a Literary Essay.  Rewrite parts that need revision.  
· Have students read over their drafts in the same way and rewrite parts that need revision. 
· Have students who finish early create a conclusion for their first essay.     

	Lesson Closure 
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share their essay conclusions.   


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.
· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.    



	Session 5

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers determine the theme in a story and support it with evidence.


	References
	Materials

	· “Papa’s Parrot” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant

	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders
· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay

· Enlarged copy of the student chart:
· Create a Literary Essay


	Notes
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebook and a pencil to the meeting area.
· Read aloud the short story “Papa’s Parrot” from Every Living Thing by Cynthia Rylant sometime before this session so that students have a chance to listen to and understand the story.  Explain that the story is a story about a boy whose father misses him as he grows up and becomes more distant.  As you read the story aloud, students should pay attention to the character’s motivations, struggles, and changes because they are central ideas in stories.
· Today, students will choose the short story they want to stick with and develop an essay for that story into a more complete literary essay.  They may use a new story of their own choosing, a new one from several that you recommend, or one they have already written about in partial form.  Giving students a choice will allow them to have stronger feelings about their essay ideas.    

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we wrote conclusions for our essays that illustrated the significance of our theme.  Today we will be learning how to determine the theme in another story and support it with evidence.

	Demonstration
	· Review to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart Create a Literary Essay.

· Refer back to the story “Papa’s Parrot.”  Discuss the story, the characters’ motivations/struggles/changes/traits, and the important ideas.  
· You might suggest one or more of the following as possible themes for the story “Papa’s Parrot”:
· Family members rely on each other for love and support.

· Life lessons are often learned at turning points.

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the student chart Create a Literary Essay.   
· Have partnerships talk about the character’s motivation/struggles/changes/traits and the important idea in the story.
· Have partners determine what they think the theme of the story is.  Have students state their idea as a theme and record it in their writer’s notebooks using an Idea/Detail Chart organizer.    
· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class. 

	Link
	Writers, whenever you write a literary essay, you will want to begin by determining a theme in the story.  Today you will write another literary essay with greater independence.  Begin by determining a theme that you can support with evidence from the story.  Then continue writing your essay by developing your supporting paragraphs.  Remember to begin each supporting paragraph with transitional words and phrases.  As you work, refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart Create a Literary Essay.  

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at creating significant themes and creating supporting paragraphs.  Students who are ready can write their conclusions.

	Lesson Closure
	· Have students look through the three short stories in their folders and review the essays they created so far for three of these stories.  One short story “William aka Bill” that has been included in the students’ copies has not been introduced in class yet.  You will want to offer this short story as an alternate choice for students who can work more independently.  Have them choose the short story they want to stick with and develop their essay for that story into a more complete literary essay.
· Have two or three students share their choices with the class.


	Session 6

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers plan and organize their ideas for a literary essay.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders and writing paper

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Enlarged copy of the student chart:
· Create a Literary Essay
· Enlarged copies of the following:
· Literary Essay Organizer
· Copies of the following for each student:
· Literary Essay Organizer


	Notes
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

· Students will begin writing on notebook paper and will keep their work in their writing folders instead of their writer’s notebooks starting today. 

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we chose one story that we wanted to use to develop into a complete literary essay.  Today we are going to learn how to plan and organize our ideas for these literary essays.  

	Demonstration
	· Review the structure of an essay as you refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart Create a Literary Essay.
· Share the title of the short story that you are going to develop into your own literary essay.
· Demonstrate how you underline parts in the story that support your thinking.  
· Refer to an enlarged copy of the Literary Essay Organizer.  Demonstrate how you say, rather than write, the ideas that you might include in your literary essay. 

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the student chart Create a Literary Essay and the enlarged copy of the Literary Essay Organizer. 
· Have partnerships discuss short stories they have chosen and the ideas that they might include in their literary essay.
· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.  

	Recap
	Writers, whenever you begin to think about a literary essay that you could write for a story, it is best to begin by planning and organizing your ideas.  Today, as you begin writing your essay, remember everything you have learned about creating an effective literary essay.   Underline parts in the story that support your thinking.  Consider what is most important and how you can support your ideas.  When you are ready to begin recording your ideas, use a copy of the Literary Essay Organizer to help you stay focused on the structure of a literary essay.      

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at planning and organizing their ideas for their literary essays.  Make sure that all students have decided on a short story and begin planning their ideas.

	Lesson Closure
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share their essay ideas.


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.
· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.
· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.
· Plan and organize my ideas before I begin.



	Literary Essay Organizer

	Introductory Paragraph

	Important Ideas:

Title and gist of the story:

Theme:



	First Supporting Paragraph (include specific details)

	In/throughout the story …

For example …

This shows that …


	Second Supporting Paragraph (include specific details)

	Also in the story …

For example … 

This shows that …


	Third Supporting Paragraph (include specific details)

	By the end of the story …

For example …

This shows that …  



	Concluding Paragraph

	Restate your theme.

Connect the theme to your life or the world.

	Session 7

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers build strong introductory paragraphs for their literary essays.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay

· Enlarged copy of the student chart:
· Create a Literary Essay

· Enlarged copy and/or copies for each student of the student chart for Session 7:
· Build a Strong Introduction


	Note
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we learned how to organize our ideas for our literary essays.  Today we will learn how to build strong introductory paragraphs for our literary essays so our readers will understand our purpose. 

	Demonstration
	· Review the structure of an essay as you refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay and the student chart for Session 7 Build a Strong Introductory Paragraph.
· Explain each part of the introductory paragraph in a literary essay.

· Refer to your own Literary Essay Organizer and demonstrate how to write an introductory paragraph using your own essay idea.  
· Teach students how to use the correct conventions for book titles (use underlining if you are writing and italic print if you are typing) and short stories (use quotation marks).

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the student chart for Session 7 Build a Strong Introductory Paragraph.  

· Have students refer to their Literary Essay Organizers and verbally create their own introductory paragraphs with their partners.
· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class. 

	Recap
	Writers, whenever we write a literary essay, we build strong introductory paragraphs so that our readers will understand our purpose.  Today we will take our time and write our very best introductory paragraphs.  Choose your words carefully so your purpose is clear for your reader.  Refer to the student chart for Session 7 Build a Strong Introductory Paragraph to help you get started, and remember to indent all of your paragraphs.  

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at writing their introductory paragraphs.  

	Lesson Closure
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share their essay introductions.   


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.
· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.
· Plan and organize my ideas before I begin.

· Build a strong introductory paragraph that includes the important ideas related to the story, title, author, gist of the story, and theme.




	Build a Strong Introductory Paragraph

Student Chart – Session 7


I can build a strong introductory paragraph in this way:

· Include the important ideas related to the theme of the story.

· Include the title and author:

· Short story title – use quotation marks

· Book title – use an underline if you are writing by hand or italic print if you are typing
· Include the gist, or summary, of the story:

· Somebody wanted …, but …, so …, then …
· Include the theme.



	Session 8

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers slant the evidence to support their theme.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay


	Note
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we built the introductory paragraph for our literary essays.  Today, we are going to learn how to slant the evidence from the story to support the theme in our supporting paragraphs.  

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay.
· Share your first example that supports your theme from your Literary Essay Organizer.      

· Explain that essay writers slant the evidence they are using by writing the elements of the example in a way that supports the theme in two ways:

· They retell the example by writing the specific details of the event as it happens.  

· They paraphrase the example by using their own words to make a brief summary of the event.      

· Demonstrate how to you slant the evidence by retelling one example and then paraphrasing the next example.  

· Summarize the process for the students.   

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to their own Literary Essay Organizers.

· Have them refer to their first example and think about how they might slant the evidence from the story by retelling or by paraphrasing to support the theme.
· Have them share their ideas with their partners. 

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.

	Recap
	Writers, whenever you create a supporting paragraph to present evidence from a story in a literary essay, you will want to remember that when you slant the evidence, you are writing in a way that supports the theme in two ways – retelling and paraphrasing.  Essay writers always slant their evidence to support their themes.

	Independent Practice
	· Conduct individual conferences to support students’ efforts at slanting their evidence to support their themes.

	Lesson Closure

	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share the way they slanted their supporting paragraphs.  


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.
· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.
· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.
· Plan and organize my ideas before I begin.

· Build a strong introductory paragraph that includes the important ideas related to the story, title, author, gist of the story, and theme.

· Slant the evidence to support a theme by retelling or paraphrasing.



	Session 9

	Concept 
	Writers read stories closely and respond to them in writing.

	Teaching Point
	Writers provide specific details to support their evidence.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay


	Note
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writer’s notebooks, writing folders, and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we learned how to slant our evidence to support our themes.  Today we will be learning how to build stronger supporting paragraphs by providing specific details to support our evidence.  

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay.

· Explain that students are going to learn how to build even stronger supporting paragraphs by providing specific details to support our evidence.  
· Reread your own essay and identify your first example.  Explain that you are going to revise your paragraph to make it even stronger.  Demonstrate how you do the following:
· Locate and underline specific details from the story that can help you build a stronger supporting paragraph.
· Decide where these specific details fit in your essay and use numbered inserts to add them.
· Demonstrate how you might also use quotations directly from the story to support the evidence in your essay.  Show students how to cite them correctly:
· When the narrator states “ …,” this shows that …
· When (the character) says “ …, ” this shows that …

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to the short story they are using for their literary essay.  Have them reflect on the first example they are using as evidence for their theme.
· Have students locate and underline specific details from the story to support their evidence.   
· Have partnerships share their ideas about how they might include these details in their essays.  

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.

	Recap
	Writers, whenever we write a literary essay, we build strong supporting paragraphs by providing evidence that is supported by specific details from the story.  Use numbered inserts to add specific details to your supporting paragraphs.  As you work, you will want to refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay.  

	Independent Practice
	· Support students’ efforts at including specific details in their literary essays.


	Lesson Closure
	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share a supporting paragraph in their essays that includes specific details from the story.   


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.
· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.
· Plan and organize my ideas before I begin.

· Build a strong introductory paragraph that includes the important ideas related to the story, title, author, gist of the story, and theme.

· Slant the evidence to support a theme by retelling or paraphrasing.

· Provide specific details to support my evidence.  Cite quotations from the story as follows:

· When the narrator states “ …,” this shows that …

· When (the character) says “ …,” this shows that …


	Session 10

	Concept 
	Writers learn strategies for revising and editing their literary essays.

	Teaching Point
	Writers include literary language related to literature and essays.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writing folders

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay


	Note
	· Post on the daily schedule or verbally ask students to bring their writing folders and a pencil to the meeting area.

	Introduction
	Writers, yesterday we learned how to include specific details in our literary essays.  Today we are going to continue writing and begin some revision work.  We are going to revise our essays to include literary language related to literature and essays.

	Demonstration
	· Refer to the class chart Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay.
· Make a list with definitions of some literary language related to literature and essays that you might use in your essay.  Include some of the following words:

· Narrative – a story

· Theme – an important idea in a story

· Evidence – examples or evidence that support a theme

· Theory – a guess based on evidence

· Narrator – the person who tells the story

· Resolution – the conclusion of a story

· Connection – a link between two or more things or ideas

· Symbol – anything that represents something else

· Read aloud a portion of your own essay where you could make revisions by including literary language.     

	Guided Practice


	· Have students refer to their own essays and look for a place where they could substitute literary language.

· Have them share their ideas with their partners. 

· Have one or two students share their ideas with the class.

	Recap
	Writers, whenever you write about literature, remember that you have choices in the words that you choose to use as you write.  One way to improve the quality of your writing is to use literary language related to literature and essays instead of everyday words.  Today, you will want to look for other places where you could make revisions using literary language.  Then continue writing your essays using the Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay class chart to guide you.  Remember to make this essay your most powerful one ever.  Your job is to convince your audience to think the same way you do.  State your evidence so that it is convincing and clear.  

	Independent Practice
	· Conduct individual conferences to support students’ efforts at using literary language and writing their essays.

	Lesson Closure

	· Bring closure to today’s workshop by having one or two students share the way they used literary language related to literature and essays. 

	Notes
	· Allow one or two additional days for students to continue writing their literary essays, as necessary, following the framework on the Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay class chart and their own Literary Essay Organizers.  Revisit the aspects of literary essay writing that students need to review.  Share powerful examples of introductions, supporting paragraphs, and conclusions with the class during Writing and Conferring.
· Use your own essay writing as a model for the work that you want your students to do.  


	

Strategies for Writing a Literary Essay
· Determine a theme from a piece of literature that has significance.

· Locate evidence to support the theme using examples from the story.
· Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
· Include the following in the first paragraph:

· Title, author, and theme.

· Include the following in the body paragraphs:

· Transitional words, phrases, and clauses and a restatement of the theme.

· Relevant examples as evidence.
· Elaborate on the evidence by including specific details from the story.

· Link the evidence back to the theme:  This shows that … 
· Create a conclusion that illustrates the significance of the theme:

· Restate the theme and pull the evidence together.  Focus on the character’s trait.
· Reflect on the significance of the theme.

· Connect the theme to my own life or to the real world.
· Plan and organize my ideas before I begin.

· Build a strong introductory paragraph that includes the important ideas related to the story, title, author, gist of the story, and theme.

· Slant the evidence to support a theme by retelling or paraphrasing.

· Provide specific details to support my evidence.  Cite quotations from the story as follows:

· When the narrator states “ …,” this shows that …

· When (the character) says “ …,” this shows that …
· Use literary language related to literature and essays.


	Session 11/12

	Concept
	Writers learn strategies for revising and editing literary essays.

	Teaching Point
	Writers revise and edit their literary essays.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Writing folders

· Class chart:

· Strategies for Writing Effective Literary Essays


	Note
	· Put a Literary Essay Revision/Editing Checklist inside each student’s writing folder.

	Introduction
	Writers, you have all been really focused as you have been creating your literary essays.  Today, we will use a revision/editing checklist to revise and edit our essays.

	Demonstration
	· Demonstrate how to revise your own writing using the Literary Essay Revision/Editing Checklist:
· Read the first item on the checklist.

· Reread your essay with a singular focus on this item. 

· Revise your own writing as necessary.

· Mark the item with a checkmark on the checklist.

	Guided Practice
	· Continue rereading and revising with a singular focus on one or two more items on the checklist with the students’ input.

	Recap
	Writers, remember that whenever you are going to publish your writing, you will want to revise and edit it very carefully so your readers will understand your essay.   Today you will reread and revise your essays with a singular focus on each item on your Literary Essay Revision/Editing Checklists.  Take your time to make your literary essay the best it can be.  

	Independent Practice
	· Conduct individual student conferences to help students use the checklist to revise and edit their work.

	Lesson Closure
	· Have students share examples of their revisions.


Literary Essay Revision/Editing Checklist 

   Name_______________________________________________Date______________

   Title_________________________________________________________________

   Reread your writing carefully.  Put a check in each box under Author as you complete each

   item.  Once all the boxes are checked, give this checklist to the teacher for the final edit.   

	Revise and edit for the following:
	Author
	Teacher

	1. Clarity.  Ask yourself, 

“Is my theme clearly stated?”  

“Does my evidence support my theme?”

Rewrite parts that need revision.
	
	

	2. Introduction and conclusion.  Ask yourself,

     “Is my introduction complete and effective?”

     “Is my conclusion complete and effective?”  

     Rewrite parts that need revision.
	
	

	3. Supporting paragraphs.  Ask yourself,

     “Did I use transitional words, phrases, and clauses?”
     “Did I slant my evidence?”

     “Did I use specific details and literary language?”

     Rewrite parts that need revision.
	
	

	4. Capitalization.  

Use capitals at the beginning of each sentence and for every name.
Use capitals for titles.  
Make corrections if necessary.  
	
	

	5.  Punctuation.  

Use periods, exclamation points, and question marks. 
Use commas and quotation marks in direct speech and quotations. Use quotation marks for titles of short stories.  

Use underlining (handwriting) or italics (typing) for titles of books. 
Make corrections if necessary.  
	
	

	6. Spelling of grade-appropriate words.  

Refer to various resources.  
Make corrections if necessary. 
	
	

	Sessions 13/14

	Concept
	Writers publish their literary essays.

	Teaching Point
	Writers celebrate their work with others.


	References
	Materials

	
	· Writing folders

· Paper for final drafts


	Day 13
Publishing
	· Have students rewrite or type their revised and edited literary essays.

	
	

	Day 14
Celebration
	· Seat the students who have written about a particular essay together in a circle.  Have them take turns reading their essays aloud in their groups.  
· Post student writing to celebrate the achievements of each student.  

· Assess students’ literary essays using the Literary Essay Assessment Rubric.

· Consider assessing the students’ writer’s notebooks.


	Literary Essay Conferring Checklist

	Student Name:

                                                                                                                                                                                       

	1:  Analyzing essays: 

Analyzes essays for themes and supporting evidence.
	

	2:  Writing strategy:

Uses transitional words, phrases, and clauses to link the evidence to the theme.
	

	3:  Writing strategy:
Elaborates by including specific details.
	

	4:  Writing strategy:
Creates an effective conclusion.
	

	5:  Writing strategy:

Determine themes and supporting evidence.
	

	6:  Writing strategy:

Plans and organizes ideas using Literary Essay Organizer.
	

	7:  Writing strategy:

Builds strong introductory paragraphs.
	

	8:  Writing strategy:

Slants the evidence to support a theme.

	

	9:  Writing strategy:

Includes specific details and quotations to support the evidence.
	

	10:  Revision strategy:

Uses literary language related to literature and essays.


	

	11/12:  Revision/editing strategy:
Uses checklist to revise and edit.  

	


Literary Essay Assessment Rubric

	Score
	Statement of Purpose/Focus

 and Organization
	Development:  Language and Elaboration of Evidence
	Conventions

	
	Statement of Purpose/Focus
	Organization
	Elaboration of Evidence
	Language/ Vocabulary
	

	4
	The response is fully sustained and consistently and purposefully focused:

· opinion is clearly stated, focused, and strongly maintained

· opinion is communicated clearly within the context
	The response has a clear and effective organizational structure creating unity and completeness:

· effective, consistent use of a variety of transitional strategies

· logical progression of ideas from beginning to end

· effective introduction and conclusion for audience and purpose


	The response provides thorough and convincing support/evidence for the writer’s opinion that includes the effective use of examples and details:

· effective use of a variety of elaborative techniques
	The response clearly and effectively expresses ideas, using precise language:

· use of specialized  vocabulary is clearly appropriate for the audience and purpose
	The response demonstrates a strong command of conventions:

· few, if any, errors in usage and sentence formation

· effective and consistent use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling

	3
	The response is adequately sustained and generally focused:

· opinion is clear and for the most part maintained, though some loosely related material may be present

· context provided for the theme is adequate
	The response has a recognizable organizational structure, though there may be minor flaws and some ideas may be loosely connected:

· adequate use of transitional strategies with some variety

· adequate progression of ideas from beginning to end

· adequate introduction and  conclusion


	The response provides adequate support/evidence for the writer’s opinion that includes the use of examples and details:

· adequate use of some elaborative techniques 
	The response adequately expresses ideas, employing a mix of precise with more general language:

· use of specialized  vocabulary is generally appropriate for the audience and purpose
	The response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions:

· some errors in usage and sentence formation are present, but no systematic pattern of errors is displayed

· adequate use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling

	Score
	Statement of Purpose/Focus
	Organization
	Elaboration of Evidence
	Language/ Vocabulary
	Conventions

	2
	The response is somewhat sustained with some extraneous materials or a minor drift in focus:

· may be clearly focused on the opinion but is insufficiently sustained

· opinion on the issue may be unclear and unfocused
	The response has an inconsistent organizational structure, and flaws are evident:

· inconsistent use of transitional strategies with little variety

· uneven progression of ideas from beginning to end

· introduction and conclusion, if present, are weak


	The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the writer’s opinion that includes partial or uneven use of examples and details:

· weak or uneven use of elaborative techniques
	The response expresses ideas unevenly, using simplistic language:

· use of vocabulary that may at times be inappropriate for the audience and purpose
	The response demonstrates a partial command of conventions:

· frequent errors in usage may obscure meaning

· inconsistent use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling

	1
	The response may be related to the purpose but may offer little or no focus:

· may be very brief

· may have a major drift

· opinion may be confusing or ambiguous
	The response has little or no discernible organizational structure:

· few or no transitional strategies are evident

· frequent extraneous ideas may intrude
	The response provides minimal support/evidence for the writer’s opinion that includes little or no use of examples and details.
	The response expression of ideas is vague, lacks clarity, or is confusing:

· use of limited language or  vocabulary

· may have little sense of audience or purpose


	The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions:

· errors are frequent and severe, and meaning is often obscured


A Literary Essay


Based on the Book


A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting





Eve Bunting’s picture book, A Day’s Work, teaches readers about the importance of honesty and integrity.





Throughout the story, there is evidence of the importance of honesty and integrity.  For example, on page 9 it states that Francisco told Mr. Benjamin that his grandfather, who didn’t speak English, was a fine gardener.  In fact …





	Also in the story, there is evidence of the importance of honesty and integrity.  For example … 





	By the end of the story, …
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